Written at the inſtant of his 
Conteyning a penitent paſsion for . 
the folly of his Pen. | FER 
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Imprinted at London for Thomas 


7 Newman,andare to be ſould at his hop 
in Heeteſtreete, in Saint Dunſtons 
Churchyard, ' 
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MY) 55 25 to ewe my lelfe 
25 Gai ie kibdrneſfes 


complisht lect n this, hould haue 
offred it ſelfe to your iudiciall 8 ur at this inſtant. 
It was one of the laſt workes of a wel known Au- 


chor. there fore q hopd it willbe mote acceptable. 
Manie haue published repentaunces vnder his 


euerie word of his ownethis own phraſe,his own 


method. The experience of many vices brought 
for LO e con 


more Kir chen L | 
of Wit. Allmen of Art icknowledge you to bee 
K 


name, but norie more vnfeigned then this, being 


T he Epiitle Dedicatorie. 


an eſpeciall Mecenas,and ſupporter of learning in 
theſe her deſpiſed latter daies. I am one that haue 


no intereſt in knowledge, but the it 


to yeelde ſome encreale to your fame in anie 


ching that Ichall imprint. Thus wishing to your 


worshippe that felicitie and contentment, which 


your owne beſt gouerned thoughtes doe 
aime at, I moſt humblie take my 
leaue. | 


Your VVorſhips moſt bounden 


T. Newman. 


that I beare to them that profeſſe it: That atten- 
dant loue on good letters, ſttiues to honot you in 
whome Art is honoured. I thinke not this pam 
phlet any way proportionable in woorth with 
your worshippes patronage : but it is my deſire 
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"> Entlemen, ina viſion before my death, I 

ſoreſee that I am like to ſuſtaine the 
FAD) ſhame of many tollics of my youth, 
8 when I am ſhrowded in my winding 
ſheete. O let not inturious tongues tri- 
umph ouer a dead carcaſe. Now I am ſick, and ſorrow 
hath wholy ſeard on me: vane l haue beene , let not 
other men ſhewe themſelues vaine in reproching my 
vanitie. I craue pardon of youall, ifIhauc offended 


any of you . hl. Many things 
I dip up to get money, which I could otherwiſe 


wiſhto be ſuppreſt : Pouertie is the father of innume- 
rable infirmities: in ſeeking to ſalue priuate wantes, I 
haue made my ſelfe a publique laughing ſtock. Hee 
that commeth in Print, ſetteth himſclfe vp as a com- 
mon marke for euery one to ſhoote at: I haue ſhotte at 
many abuſes, oucr ſhone my ſelfe in deſcribing of 
ſome: where truck failed, my ĩnuention hath ſtood my 
friend. God forgiue me all my miſdeameanours: now 
in the beſt luſt of my yeares,death I feare will depriue 
me of any further procceding in ſecutitie. This booke 
hath many things, which I would not haue written 
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y laſt will ft 


on my Tombe: Iwritc this 
| and teſtament. F 


Nm of1 me wheal am 
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GREENES VISION, 


F Fter J was burdened with 
W —— — 


— it with the moze patience, 
— ethought,that as the rong- 

eſt guſtes offendlefſe the low 
RR EP SHEA. woald 
was rms 2 2 ret I could 
— t conteit it hardlꝑ, and ſo in a diſcontentedhamoz 3 ſat 
vpon in bed · ide and to tal to remembzante 
what fon — had mypen how Jhad bent 
my courſe to a wzong ſhoze,as beating my bꝛains about ſuch 
vanities as wert little p2ofitable, ſowing my ſed in theſand 
and ſo —— andehiies. As this 4 
recounted ouer the follies — ſept to 
my S tandiſh that ia hard br, and this Ode. 


Greenes Ode, oſ the vaniric of wanton 


ratings... ; + 


Tyrirus theHeards ſxaine, 

Phil: Joue-mmtefeletbepaine, Br 

+. Lane EW 
Till they loue or till they die, 1 hs gf 
| Seraigned ditries from ce” 5 1 
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To the Nea 0 
et it bomy laſt will 


en my Tombe: Iwrite this laſt, let it b 
and teſtament. Farewell, if Iliue you ſhall heare ot 
me in deuinitie in the mrane time, accept 
the will torthe ,and ſpeake*: 5 
well ot me When lam 
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GREENES VISION. 


Ffer Jwas burdened with 
the penning of the Cobler of 
Canterbury, J waxedpaſſing 
melancholp, as grieuing that 
either 3 hold be wzong with 
enup.oʒ w2zonged with ſuſpi⸗ 
Abe tion. wut whe A entred into 
e cde conſiderati6,that ſlander 
l. boarerb not Ringes, J bzokt 
SAN | ->>\|.|it with the moze patience, 
W/O © 20 5 5 Oo Ov >6 © 000 t thought, that as the ſtrong⸗ 
eſt guſtes offend leſſe the lolo 
(<2ubs than the tall Cedars:So0 the blemich of repozt would 
make a leſſe ſcarre inacotfage than in a pallace : yet A could 
nat but conceitit hardly, and ſo in a diſcontented humoz 3 ſaf 
me do lon vpon my bed · ide and began to cal to remembzance 
what fond and wantonliacs had paſt my pen how Jhad bent 
my coarſe to a wong ſhoze,as beating my bzains abeut ſuch 
vanities as wert little pzofitable, ſowing my ſed in the land 
and ſo reaping nothing but thoznes and thiſtles . As this J 
recounted ouer the follies that youth led me vnto, J ſtept to 
my Standiſh that dd hard by, and wzit this Ode. 
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Greenes Ode, oſthe vanitie of wanton 
writings, 45 
T Hough Tyrirus the Heards ſwaine, 
| Phill loue- mate felt the paiue, 
That Cup:d fiers in the cie, 
Till they loue or till they die, 


Strai gned ditties from his pipe, 
With 


; _ V'Vich Apes obs cate" d cunning ſtripe 
Toelling in his ſong how faire, ; 
| Phillis eie-browes and hir hare, © - 
How hir face paſt all ſuppoſes: 
For white Lillres: for red Roſes. 
Though he ſounded on the hils, 
Such fond paſzions as luue wils, 
That all the Swaines that foulded by, 
Flockt to heare his harmonie, 
And yowed by Pan that T yrerns 
Did Poer-like his loues dilcuſle, | 
That men might arne mickle good, 
By the verdict of his mood, 
etolde Menalcas ouer- ag d, | 
| That many winters there had wag? 
4. Sitting by and hearing this: | 
4 990 2 e all amiſſe. 
r (quoth he) ſuch wanton laies, 
Om — to hauepraiſc; 
Iigges and ditties of fond loues, 
outh to mickle follie mooues. | 
1 And tould this old ſaid ſa w to thee, 
1 
. 1s can r pregnant its, 
ITuo ſpend deln ee, Y 
Aartiall was a bonnie boy, | ; | 


He writ loues griefe and loues ioy. 
He tould what wanton x 1676 "5G 
T wixt the Swainesatid the laſſes. 
And mickle wonder did he write, 
Of Womens loues and their ſpight, ' 
But for the follies of his pen, 

He was hated of moſtmen nn: 
For they could ſay, tu vas ſin and ſhame. 
For Schollers to endite ſuch game. | | 
uaint was Ouid in his rime, | 
Chictelt Poet ofhistime, || 
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VGBreenes Viſion: 
What he could in wordes rehearſe, 
Ended in a pleaſing verſe, 
Apollo with his ay-greene baies, 
Crownd his head to ſhe his praiſe: 
And all the Muſes did agree, 
He ſhould betheirs, and none but he. 
This Poet chaunted all ofloue, 
Of cupids wings and Venus doues 
Of white and red, and vaines blew. 
How they loued and how they greed, 
And how in fancy they did ſpeed, 
His Elegies were wanton all, 
Telling ofloues pleafingsthrall, 
And cauſe he would the Poet ſeeme. 
n 
Strange precepts he did impart, 
e 
There he t how to woe, 
What in loue men ſhould doe, * 
How they might ſooneſt winne, 
Honeſt women ynto ſinne: 


2 


Thus to tellenall the truth, 
He infected Romes youth: 
And with his bookes and verſes broug] 
| That men in Rome nought els ſaught, 
But ho to tangle maid or wife, 
Wich honors breach throgh wantonlife: 
Len rs ſort did _ his skill, 
Praiſe the deepneſſe of his quill: 
And like to Seen | 
Since died old Anacreon, 
But Romes Anguſtus worlds wonder, 
Brookt not of this fooliſh blonder: 5 
Nor likt he of tkis wanton verſe, [ 
That loues lawes did rehearſe; — 
For well be ſaw and did elpie, 
2 


-- ought to beimployed to wit. in painting 


Greenes Visi ion. 


Youth was ſore — * 
And by ex 
8 . the minds, 
Which made him Nraighebor reward, 
Thoughthe cenſure ſeemed hard, 
To banniſh Ouid quite from Rome, 
This was great Auguſtus doome: 
For (quoth he) Poets quils, 
Ought not for to 8 
For learning is a a ofprile, 
- To ſhewp _ make men wiſe. 
And . . place, 
Dwels the virtuous minded graces, 
Tis ſhame and ſinne then for good 
Lo ſhe their skill in wanton fits. 
This Ag 


wits, 


uſtus did reply, | 
Andas he ſaid, ſo chinke I. 


A Fter Jhadwzitten this Ode a derne inſigbt of my fol- 
lies did pearte into the center of my thoughtes , that I 
felt a paſſionat remogſe, diſcovering ſuch perticuler banities 
as Jhadſother vp withallmy fazepaſſedhumozs, I began to 
conſider that that Aſtrea, that virtue, that metaphiſicall in⸗ 
nence which maketh one mandiffer from an other in excel- 
tence bing J meane come from the heavens, ewas a thing 
infeſted into man from God the abuſe whereof Jfound to be 
as pꝛeindicial as the right vier therof was pzofitable, that it 
Ne goddeſle, but 
in ſetting out the pzaifes of God: not in diſcovering of beauty 
but in diſcouering of vertues : notinlayingout the plat- 
koꝛmes of loue, nozinteiling the derpe paſſions offancy, but 
in perſwading men to honeſt e honozable adious which are 
the Feps that leadto the true and perfed felicity: the ſerpent 
is then therefoze an odious creature, toʒ that be ſacketh poy- 
fon from that ©dogifferons flower, from whence the 
painefull Bee gathers her ſweefe Vonme And that 
Lapidarie is holden a man enn in the 3 


Gre enes Viſion. 


that will wzeT-the ſecret operation of the Diamond fo a 
deadly Acaniton: And ſuch ſchollers deſerue much blame, as 
out of that pꝛetious fountaing of learning will fetch a perni- 
tious water of vanitie: the tras that growein Indea haug 
rough banks, but they yeld pzetious gummes:and the ſtones | 
in Sicillia haue a duſaie cauller, but bi ing cut they are as oꝛi⸗ 
ent as the ſunne:ſo the out ward phʒaſe is not to be meaſured 
by pleaſing the eare, but tbe inward matter by p2efiting the 
minde: the puffing glozie of the loſtie ile hadowing wan- 
ton conceipts is like to the ſkin ofa ſerpent that contriues 
{mpopſoned fleſh,oz to a panther that hath a beautifull hide 
but a beaſtly paunch :foz asthe flowers ot Cgipt on the 
eye but infec the ſtomack, and the water of the river Orume 
coleth the hand butkilleth the heart, ſo bokes that contriue 
ſcurilit ie, may fog a while bzceda pleaſing conceit and a mer- 
rie paſſion: but foz enery daam of mirth,tbey leaue behinde 
them in the readers minde, a Tunfull of infecting miſchiefs, 
like tothe Stozpion, that flatters with his bead and ſtings 
with his taile. Theſe pzemiſſes dziue me into a maze,eſpects 
ally when J conſidered , that wee were bone to p2ofit our 
countrie, not onely to pleaſure our ſelves: then the diſcom⸗ 
modities that grew from my vaine pamphlets,began to mu- 
fer iu me light : then Jcald to minde, dom many idle fancies 
I bad made to paſſe the ele, how J had peſtred Gentlc- 
mens eyes and mindes, with the infection of many fond paſ⸗ 
lions, rather infecting them with the allurements of ſome 
inchanted Aconiton, then tempered their thought with any 
boneft Antidote, which conſideration entered thus karre into 
my conlcience, 


Greenes trouble of minde. 


N Ather of mercie, whoſe gratious fanouris moze 
| pliant to pardon, then wee to become penitent, 
* 8 who art moze willing to hadowe the contrite 
öeeart withremiſſion,then we to offer our ſelues 
— partie repentance: J here in the humblenclle of heart, 
B 3 pꝛo⸗ 


what a dungeon of dollours lyes open to ſwallow me? As the 
Ocoꝛpion ſtings deadly, and the Upers bites moztally , ſo 


mors, Dh then whether ſhall J flie from thy pꝛeſence, ſhall J 


the tozments thereof dziue me to * M But 


Greenes viſion. 

pꝛo trate my ſelfs betoꝛe the thꝛone of thy maieſlie, vphoul⸗ 
den with mercy and loue, as one bluſhing at the bit mich of 
mp vile and deteſtable offences, where with J haue purchaſed 
the burthen of thy wꝛath, being ſo heauie a load, that the 
ſhoulders ofmy poꝛe diſeaſedconſcience,being ready to ſinks 
vnder ſo heauie a weight, deſtitute of any meane to ſoppozt 
the lame, oꝛ to cure the paſſion of ſuch a maladie, but by the 
ſalue that growes from the death of thy bitter paſſion, who 
camlt into the woꝛld. not tocall the righteous,but linners to 
repentance, 

When JI doe (great Phyſition of gur derpeſt miſd@ds) 
but glaunce mine eye at the obied of my inne , and Sicco 
pede paſſe them ouer as faults ofcourſe, and lollies of youth ; 
pet J am pierced with ſo ſharpe a paſſion, that Jcannet con- 
te ale the grefof my tonſcience, but it burſteth fozth in fighes 
and groanes , inſomuch that J thinke life an enemie to my 
weale, and J wich the beginning ol my dayes dad beene the 
bo wer ol my departure. 

But when with a tric infight,J ſay, Redde retionem villi= 
cationis, and take a ſtraight accompt what the dædes of my 
youth haue bane, how fall of vanitie, and fond conceited fan⸗ 
cies, oh then what a ſeare full terroʒ doth toʒture m minde, 


doth the wozme of my conſcience grype without ccaſing. 
And yet O Loꝛd, a dæper miſerie , foz when with a fozeſcing 
conſideration J loke into the time to tome, wherein the ſe⸗ 
tret coniecture of my faults and offences, (hall be manifeſted 
and laide to my charge, and that J know Sriperdrane pecears 


take the wings of the moꝛning and 4 ſelfe ?: can the 
hideors mount aines hide me, can wealth rederme ſinne, can 
beautic tounteruaile my faults, oz the whole wozld coun⸗ 


tet popſe the ballance of mine offences? oh no, and therefoze - 


am J at my wits end, wiſhing foz death, and the end of my 
miſcrable dayes,and yet then the remembzance of bell, and 


whcn 


— 


Sonne,and kil 
eryed out in the Strætes, Were pour ſinnes as red as 


Greenes Viſion. 


"POR Jcouet long life, and to ſe mom dapes then this ima - 
gination wings me, I thinie, as I was conceiued in ſinne 
and from mp birth inclined to ill: ſo the ſequell of my dapes 
will growe a Malo in pens, and the longer the wozſe, the 
moze peares, the moze offences : fe the life of man is as the 
Panther, the longer he liues the moze ſpots bee hath in his 
ſkinne , and the Oni, the longer it is kept, the moze ſtroakes 
it bath . Do our nature is ſo cozrapt, that we renew not our 


bill with the Eagle, but growe blacker and blacker with the 


Halcione s. 
When J ruminate on theſe pꝛemiſſes, then 3 loath the 
length ol moz2 dapes, fearing leaſt the aptneſſa of inp coz- 


rupt fleſh , thzough the rebellion thereof , againſt the ſpirit, - 


beape greater plagues vpon mp p@ze ſoule. What ſhall J 
doe then Lo2d , thus diſtreſt on cuery (1d2, bauing no hope 
of comfozt left me, but feare and diſpaire. Jf 3 ſe to man, a 
know the ſtrength et Sampſon, the pollicis of Achitophell, 

the wildome of — to bee vaine in this reſpec, fo2 all 
haue ſynned, and are within the compaſſe of my miſerable 
condition: being payned with this maladie to whome ſhall 


Ilie foz meditine:euen to the lwerte Phiſptian of allſycklie- 


ſoules , to the that canſt with a wozd cure all my ſozrowes, 
to thekinde Samaritan, that wiltpowze wyne and Dyle 
into my woundes, let mee on thine owne beat, and take 
care toʒ the ſaluing of my hurta, that canſt ſaꝑ, the ſinnes are 
fogiuen, and Jam whole. 


water, that may ſpꝛing in me a Well of lyfe: Jam hcauie 
loaden, and J wl. ay" pr ogy» art a 
momiſed mediatour foz the penitent vnto God the Father. 
At is thou that ſakeſt the ſherpe, and bzingeſt him 
boms on thy — not loſe that groate, but 
findeſt it with i wepelt in the neck of thy repenting 
the cn dis welcome: thou haſt 


Scarlet, Jle make them as white as ®nowe ,- and were 


they as Purple, JI will make them as white as _— 


To * I come (oner beated with the thirff inne) o: 


Gteenes viſion. 


Theſe pꝛoclaimed pꝛomiſes is comfozt , this beauenly voice 
is conſolation , whereby J am reuiued, and my conſcience 
lightned of the follies of mp youth : nowe haue 3 found the 
true and onely philition koʒ my long diſeaſed ſoule, euen he 
that came to heale the penitent . Oiue me grace Loꝛd, then 
to take perfect handfaſt of theſe comfoztable ſayings : ſtretch 
fo2th thy band, and J will with et er ſpꝛing into the water, 
fo; thou wilt vphould me: let me touch with faith the hem of 
thy Ueſture,and then Jſhall entoy the true wozkiag of that 
mot ſingular medicine, thy death a bitter paſſion, who ſaf- 
feredſt foz our ſinnes, and on the croſſe triedſt Conſumatum 
elt, to take away the puniſhment due fo; our tranſgreCion : 
oh thy mercy is infinite whereby thou calleſt vs, thy loue vn- 
ſearchable, whereby thou fauoureſt vs, and thy wiſdome in⸗ 
tompꝛehenſible, whereby thou guideſt vs: all theſe doo ap⸗ 
peare to be imparted towards me, in that thou ſtirret vp in 
my heart a loathing of my inne, and that the follies of my 
poung yeares are odious in my remembzante. Sith then O 
Loꝛd thou haſt toucht me with repentance , and haſt called 
me from the wilderneſſe of wickedneſfe and extreame diſ- 
paire,to place mein the pleaſantfields of inccritie, truth and 
godlineſſe, and ſa ſhadowe me with the wings of thy grace, 
that my minde being free from all ſinfall cogitationg, Jmay 
fo; euer kepe my ſoule an vndefiiedmember of thy church. 
and infaith,lone,feare, humbleneſſe of heart, pzaler,and du⸗ 
tifull obedience, ſhew mp ſelle regenerate, and a relozmed 
manfrommyfozmer kfollie. 


Beine inthis depe meditation, tin eheftetylatini bp- 
: on mp bed, J fell a l pe, where Fhad not ſyne long in a 

number, but that me thought J was ina faite : we , ſits 
ting vnder an Dake, vicwingthe beau fit ve rde lunne which 


then ſhewed himſelfe in his pꝛide: as thus 3 lat ga ſing on fo 

£220 ons an obiet 4 ſpied commingdowne the qheade, two 
ancient men, aged foz their fozeheads were the Calenders of 
their peares and the whiteneſſe of theit haires bewzayed the 
number of tueir dares. their pate wovanſwerable to their 


age 
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age, and In diebus illis, hung vpð their garments: their vita⸗ 
ges were wzinckled, but well featured, and their counte 
nance conteyned mach grauitie . Theſe two ouldmen came 
to me, and ſat downe by me, the one of the right hand, and 
the other on the left : loking vpon them earneſtly, J eſpyed 
wzitten on the ones bzeſt Chawcer , and on the others 
Gower : Chawcer was thus attired as nere as J can de⸗ 
ſcribe it. 


The deſcription of ſir Geffery 
Chawcer. 


H Is ſtature was not very tall, 
Leane he was, his legs were ſmall, 
Hoſd withina ſtock of red, 
A buttond bonnet on his head, 
From vnder which did hang I weene, 
Siluer haires both bright and ſheene, 
His beard was white, trimmed round, 
His countnance blithe and merry found, 
| ASlecueleſle Jacket large and wide, 
With many pleights and skirts (ide, 
Of water Chamlet did he weare, 
A whittell by his belt hebcare, 
His ſhooes were corned broad before, 
His Inckhorneat his ſide he wore, 
And in his hand he bore a booke, 


Thus did this auntient Poet looke. 


bus was Chawcer attired,andnot bnlike bim was Iohn 
Cover, whoſe deſcription take thus. 


The deſeri ption of Toby Gower. 


Arge he was, his height was long. 
Broad of breſt, his lims were ſtrong, 


C But 


Greenes Vida! | 


But couller pale, and wan his Jooke, 
Such haue they that plyen their booke, 
His head was gray and quaintly horas, 
Neately was lus beard worne. my 
His viſage graue, ſterneand grim, 
Cato was moſt hike to him, | 
His Bonnet was a Hatofblew, | 
His ſleeues ſtraight ofthat ſame hew. 
A ſurcoate ofa tawme Git * 
Hung in pleights ouer his thi 
A Sk e vnto his dock,” © 
Handſomd withalong ſtock, | | 
Pricked before were his 1 | * 
He wore ſuchas others doone, E 
A bag ofred by his ſide, | 
And by that his napkin tide, | 
Thus lohn Gower did appeare, 
Quaintattiredas you heere. 
Sitting as a man in a maze at the biew of thele twoan- 
tient Poets, as well at the grauitie of their lokes, as the 
ftrangeneſle of their attire. At laſt ſix Geffrey Chaucer ſtart 


gan thus to bzeake ſilence. Þy friend quot be, thy counte- 
nance bewzay thy thoughts, and th out ward lokes thy in⸗ 
ward paſſions:toꝛ by th face Zſe the figure ofa diſcontented 
miade, and the very glaunce of thine eyes is a map of a diſ- 
quieted conſcience, Take bede,J tell the ſozrowes conceas 
led are the moze ſower , andgrefes (mothered, ifthey burſt 
not out, will make the heart tobzeake; Jconfeſſe it is beſt to 
bee ſecretarie toa mans ſelle, and to reneale the inwarde 
thoughts to a ſtranger is moze follie , yet I tell th, better 
bꝛoke an inconvenience then a miſchiefe , and be counted a 
little — froward.Therefoze if thy grefe be not fo 
pziuate,o2(onere to thy (elfe , that thou wilt not bewzayit 
to the chirte: manie ſeſtring (ozes launched are the ſoner 
cured, and cares diſcouered are the foner eaſed: thou haſk 


beers twa, whome experience bath eee 


foz 


vp, and leaning on his Caffe with a ſmiling countenance, be 
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fo; vong mens maladies, J am fir Geffrey Chaucer, this Iohn 
Gower, what we can in counſaile, ſhall be thycomfozt, and 
fo2 ſecrecie we are no blabs. Haring ſir Geffrey Chaucer 


thus familiar, à toe heart at graſſe to my ſelſe, and thought 


nowe J might haue my doubt well debated, befwene two 
ſuch ercellent ſchollers: wherevpon putting of my oth with 
great reuerence, J made this replie. 

Graue Lawzeats, the tipes of Englands excellence foz 
Poetry,andthe wozlds wonders fo2 your wits, all haile, and 
bappily welcome,foz pour pꝛeſente is a ſalue foz my paſſions, 
andthe-inward grafcs that you perceiue by my outward 
lokes,are alreadie halfe eaſed by your comfoztable pꝛomiſe: 
Itannot denie but my thoughts are diſcontent,and my ſen⸗ 
ces in a great maze, which Jhaue damd vp along While, as 
thinking beſt toſmaother ſozrow withſilence,but now J will 
ſet fire on the ſtraw,andlayp open my ſecrets to your lelues, 
that pour ſwœt counſailes may eaſe my diſcontent. Ss it is, 
that by pꝛofeſſion I am a ſcholler c in wil do affec that which 
Itould neuer effec in action, foz faine would J haue ſome 
taſte in the liberall ſciences , but Non licet cuibits adore Corin- 
thum, and therefoze J content my lelfe with a ſuperficiall in⸗ 
ſight,and only ſatiſfie my deſire with the name of a Scholler, 
vet as blinde Baiard wil iumpe ſoneſt into the mire, ſo haue 
I ventured afoze many my betters, to put iny ſelle into the 
pꝛeſſe, and haue ſet fo2th ſandzic boues in pꝛint of loue 4 ſach 
amourous fancies which ſome haue fauoured, as other haue 


milliked. But now of late there came fozth a bwke called the 


Cobler ot Canterburie, amerry wozke , and made by ſome 
madde ſellow, conteining _—_ tales, a litle tainted with 
ſcurilttie, ſuch reuerend Chawceras your ſelſe ſet fozth in 
pour tourney to Canterbury. At this ble the grauer and 
greater ſoꝛte repine, as thinking it not ſopleaiant to ſome, 
as pꝛeiudiciall to many, croſſing it with luch bitter inuec⸗ 
tiues, that they condemne the Authoꝛ almoſt foz an Atheiſt. 
Nowlearned Lawzcat , here lycs the touch of my paſſione: 
they father the boke vppon me, whereas it is /ncert: authoris, 
and aſprtionlive llaunder me with E Wl * 


ko: 
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fo: 1 that which neuer came within the compaſſe of 
my Auill. Their allegation ts, becauſe it is pleaſant , and 
therfoꝛe mine: bccauſeit isfullofwantonconceits,and thers 
onze mine: in ſome place ſay they the ſtile bewzaies him thus 
vpon ſuppoſed pꝛemiſſes they conclude peremptozie,4 though 
ſome men ofaccoumpt may be dzawne by reaſon from that 
ſuppoſe, pet that /c-05z/e Vu, whoſe mouthes will not be 


opt with a Bakers batch, will Hillcrie, it was none but 


his: this father Chawcerhath made me enter into conſides 
ration of all mpfo2mer follies, and to thinke how wantonly 

Z haue ſpent my youth in penning ſuch fondpamphlets,that 

J am dꝛiuen into a dumpe whether they ſhall redound to my” 
inſuing credit, oz myfuture infamie,oz whether Jbaue done 

* well 02 ill, in ſetting fozth ſuch amourous trifles, herein re- 

ſoluc me, and my dilcontent is done. 


At this long period ne C cer cat do lone & laughe, | 


and then riſing vp and leaning bis back agamſt a Tr, be 
made this merry aunſwer. Why Greene quoth he, knowelſt 
thou not, that the waters that flow from Pernaſſus Founte, 
are not tyed to any particular operation? that there are nine 
Muſes amongſt whom as there is a Clio to waite graue mat⸗ 
ters, ſo there is a I halis to endite pleaſant conceits, and that 
Apollo hath Baies foz them both , alwell to crowne the one 
fo2 hir wanton amours, as to honour the other foz her woz - 
thy labours : the bzatnehath many ſtrings, and the wit many 
ſtretches, ſome tragical to wzite, like E uripedes : ſome comi- 
call to pen, like Terence: ſome depely conceited to ſet out 
matters ofgreat impozt : others harp? witted to diſcouer 
pleaſant fantaſies: whatif Cato ſet ſozth ſeueare tenſures, 
and Ouid amoꝛous Ariomes, were they not both counted fo; 
their faculties excellent? yes, and Ouid was commended fo2 
his Salem ingenu, when the other was counted to haue a dull 
wit,x a low memozy: if learning were knit in one ſtring,and 
coulderp2efſe himſelf but in one vaine,the ſhould want of va- 
riety,b2ing all into animperfen Chaos. But ſundzy men,ſun- 


dex conceits,+x wits are to be pꝛaiſed not * the gragity 1. 
Has mat⸗ 
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matter. but foz the ripenes of the inuention:ſo that Martial!, 
Horace oz any other, deſerue to bee famouſedfoz their Odes 
and Clegies,as wel as Heſiode, Hortenſius, oʒ any ather fo2 
their deper pzecepts ofdoarines. Feare not then what theſe 
Moꝛoſie wil murmure, whole dead cinders bzok no glowing 
ſparkes.noz care not fo; the opinion of ſuch as hold none but 
Philoſophie foz a Subied : I tell the learning will have his 
due, and let a vipers wit reach his hand to Apollo, and hee 
ſhall ſoner haue a bzanch to eternize dis fame, than the ſow- 
reſt Satpzicall Authour in the wozlde, Mee haue heard ok 
thy wozketo be amozous,ſententious, and well wzitten. If 
thou doubtell blame fo2 tby wantonnes , let my ſelfe ſuffice 
| foz aninſfaunce, whoſe Canterburie talts are bzoadenough 
' befo2e,and waitten homely andpleaſantiy: pet who hath bin 
moꝛe canoniſed foz his wozkes , than ir Geffrey Chaucer. 
What Green: Poets wits are fra, and their wozds ought to 
be without checke: ſo it was in my time, and therfoze reſolue 
the ſelfe, thou haſt doone Scholler-like, in ſetting foozth thy 
pamphlet, and ſhalt haue perpetual fame which is learnings 
due foʒ thy endeuour. This ſaying of Chawcer ch&redmce 
vnt ill olde lohn Gower riſing vp with a ſowze countenance 


began thus. 
Iohn Gower to the Authour. 


x7 Ell hath Chazrcer (aid, that the bꝛaine hath ſun⸗ 
die ſtrings, and the wit diuerſe tretches : ſome 
ent to pen graue Poems, other to endite wanton 
<a fancies, both honoured and pꝛaiſed fo; the height 
ol their capacitie : pet as the Diamondismoze eſtimated 
in the Lapidaries ſhop than the Topace, and the Roſe moꝛe 
valued in the Garden thanGillyflowers: Seo men that wꝛite 
of Pozall pzecepts , 02 Philoſophicall Aphoziſmes are moze 
bighly eſteemed, than ſuch as wzite Poems of lone, and con- 
ceits of fancie.Jnelder time learning was fo high pꝛiztd that 
Schollers were companions fo; Rings, 4 Philoſophers were 
fathers ofthe Commonwealth, vpholding the * = 
6 
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ſtrength of their pꝛecepts: their wits were then impleyed ei⸗ 
ther to the tenſures of virtue, oz to the ſecrets of nature: ei⸗ 
ther to deliuer opinions of Pozall Diſcipline, oz concluſions 
ofnatural philoſophy,being meaſured by the grauity of their 
{apings,not the wantonnes of theirſentences : And ſo long 
were poets titled with many honozs as long as their poems 

were ver tuous, either tending to ſuppzeſſe vanitie with He- 
ſiod, oʒ to aduance arms and ballour with Homer. But when 
they began to wzelt their ſonnets to a wꝛong vſe , then they 
Were out ofcredite,and foz an inſtaunte of their follics, Ouid 
there graunde Captaine, was rewarded with banniſhment. 
They whichconſidzed that man was bozn to p:ofit his toun⸗ 
krep.ſought how to apply their time, and bend their wits to 
attaine to perfedion oflearning, not to inueagle youth with 
amours, but to incite to vertuous labours: ſome in their A⸗ 
cademies, taught the motion ofthe Starres, the count of the 
' beauens,ſome the nature of trees, plants, hear hs andffones: 
others deciphered the ſecret qualities of beaſts, birds, a fouls, 
others, wꝛits of Aconomical pꝛecepts ſome of policy, ſome of 
gouernement of Common wealthes, and how the Citizens 


-  Gouldfollowe vertue, and eſchewe vice : others delivered 


inftrudion foʒ manners. Thus all gencrallic aimed at an v- 
niuerſall pꝛofit of their tountrep.and how tokepe youth from 
any touch of idle vanities. Hone in their wzitings diſcourſed 
either of louc oz hir lawes: foz Venus then onely was holden 
ſoz a wandzing planet, not honozed fo2 a wanton Got delle, 
Philoſophers were duncesin loues doctrine, and held itinfa- 
mous foz to be tainted with the blemiſh of fond fancy : much 
 moze topendown any pꝛecepts of affecio,ifthen Cthnik phi⸗ 

loſophers, who knewenot Oed, but by anaturall inſtina of 
vertue ſeught ſo carefully to auoid luch vanities, only bent 
the ſam of their wits to their countries p:ofit: the how blam⸗ 
wozthy areſuch as endeuour to ſhew their quicke capacities 
in ſuch wanton woozkes, as greatly pꝛeiudice the fate ot the 
tonimonwealth. 3 grant ther is no werd ſo il, but ſom wil ga- 
ther. no ſtone ſo craſ d. but ſame wil choſe:no2 no book ſo fond 
but ſoine wil fauoꝛ:but Vox populr 10x Dei the moſt x the gra- 


uelt teil account it vaine and ſcurrulous. Therckoꝛe * 
| Onn 


1 
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Iohn Gowers opinion is: thou halt applied thy wits ill, halt 
fowed chatte Malt reape no harueſt. But my maiſter Clur- 
cer bʒings in his wozkes foz aninſtance, that as his, ſo thine 
halbe famouſed : no, it is not a pꝛomiſe to conclude vpon: foz 
men bonoꝛ his mc2e foz theantiquity of the verſe,the engliſh 
e pꝛoſe, than fo; any depe loue to the matter:foz pʒoſe marke 
dow they weare out of vſe.£herfoze let me tel the, th bots 
are baits that allure youth, Spꝛens that ſingſwatly,and pet 
deſtrop with their notes, faire flowers without ſme! and god 
phzaſcs without any pzolite. | 
Without any pꝛoũte (quoth Chawcer) and with that bee 
ffart vp with a frown;no Gower, J tell the, his labours, as 
thcy be ainozous,ſo they be ſententious:and ſerue as well to 
ſuppꝛeſſe vanitp, as they ſeem to impozt wantonnes. Is there 
no meanes tocure ſoʒes, but with Cozaſines?no helpe foz vis 
cers, but ſharpe implaſters:no ſalue againſt vice, but ſow ſa⸗ 
tyꝛes: Pes, a pleaſant vaine quips as nic the quicke as a gras 
ner tnuemue,and vnder a merry fable tan Elope as wel tant 
folly,as Heliode cozretmanners in his Pcroicks. I tell the 
this man hath iopned plcaſure with p2ofite, t though his Ve 
bath a ſting, pet ſhe makes ſwet bonny, Path he not diſcone- 
red in his wozkes thefollies of loue, the ſleights of fancy, and 
ligbtneſſe of xouth.to be induced to ſuch vanities? and what 
moze pꝛolit can there be to his countrey than manifeſt ſuch o⸗ 
pen miſchiefes, as grew rom the eonteit ot beautyt deceit of 
women: and all this hat he painted down in his pamphlets. 
A grant quoth Gower) the meaning is god, but the method 
is bad:foʒ by aming at an inconnenience,he bzingetbin a mil⸗ 
chiefe:in ſeking to ſppzeſſe fond loue, the ſwetnes ol his diſs 
courſe allores youth to lone, like ſuch as taking d2ink to col 
their thirff, feele the taſt ſo pleaſant, that they dzinke white 
they ſurfeit. Ouid dzewe not ſo many with his remedie of 
Love from loue, as his Ars Amand: bzed amozous ſchollers, 
noz hath Greene: Bookes weaned ſomany from vanity. as 
ther baue wedded from wantonnefſe . That is the reaſon 
(quoth Cha v cer) that yoath is moꝛe pꝛone vnto euil than 
to good, and with the Serpent, ſucke honny * 
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teſt irops and haue not Poets ſhadowed waightie pzecepts 
in lender Poems and in plealant fancies vſed depe perſwa⸗ 
tions: who bitte the Curtizans of his tims and t de follies of 
pouth moze than Horace , and pet his Odes were want on. 
Ugo moze inuaied againſt the manners of men than Marti- 
all, and pet his verſe was laſciuious: And had hee not better 
(quoth Gower) haue diſcouered his pꝛinciples in ſome graue 
ſoꝛt as Heſiode did oz Pindaris, than in ſuch amoʒous t wan⸗ 
ton manner: the lightneſſe of the conceit cracks balfe the cre⸗ 
dite, and the vanitie of the pen bz«ds the Jeſſe beleefe. After 
Ouid had wꝛitten his rt of Loue , and ſet the youth on fire 
to imbꝛace fancp, he could not reclaime them with 
Or-a {i tollas periere cupidimis arclus. 
The thoughts of young men are like Bauins, which once 
ſet on fire. will not out till they be aſhes, and there ſoze doe J 
iner, that ſuch Pamphlets doe rather pzcindice than pzofite. 
TC uſh (quoth Chavcer) all this is but a perempto2te ſelie con 
teit in thine owne humour fo2 3 will ſhe w ther foz inſtance, 
ſuch ſentences as may like tte graueſt, pleaſe the wiſeſt, and 
inftructhe youngeſt and wantonneſt, and they be theſe: firlk, 
of the diſpcfition of women. 


Sentences collected out of the Au- 
thcurs bookes. 19 


Quid, leuius bruto?ſulmen quid fulmiuc? . 
Quad flamma? mulier quid muliere Mb, | 


: PEnotouertaken with the beantie of n whole 
eies are fram'd by art to enamour, and their hearts 

by natare to inchant. | 
2 Women with their falſe teares know their due times, 
and their ſwete wooꝛdes pearce deeper than ſharpeſwozdcs. 
3 Womensfaces are lures, there beauties are baites, 
their lokes nets, their wozves charmes, and all to bzing men 
to mine. 


4 A hard fanozed woman that is renotomen fo; bir - 
ty, 
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an ̃ ͤR 


5 She which honldeth in ber eie molt copnes,hath oft i in 
1 moſt diſhoneſt y. 

6 A woman map aptly bee comparedfoa Roaſe , fo2 as 
we cannot entoy the fragrant ſmell of the one without pꝛick⸗ 
kles:ſo wee cannot poſſeſſe the vertues of the other, without 
ſome ſhzewihh condition. 

7 Though Women haue (mall fozce to oucrcome men by 
reaſon,yet haue they good foztune to vnder· mine men by po⸗ 


licte. 
8 Momens paines are moꝛe ng, if they bee girded 
with a frumpe. than if they be with a miſchiefe. 
9 The ready way to fier a woman to deſtre.is to crcfle the 
with diſdatne, 


10 Some women haue their loues in their lokes, which 
taken in with a gaſe, is thꝛuſt out with a wincke. 

11 Womens eares are not thecir touchſtones but their 
cies.they (> and make chopce,andnet heare and fancy. 

12 Womenoft reſemble in their loues the Apothecaries 
in their Art, which choſe the werds fo; tyrir ſhops, when ther 
lcaue the flowers in the field. 

13 Cuerie loke that women lend is not lone, no: cuerie 


ſmile in their face is net a pꝛicke in their boſome. 
14 Womens hearts are ful of boales,apt to reteiue, but 
not to reteine. 

15 Che Cloſſets of womens thoughts are euer open the 
deapth of their peart hath a ſtring that Cretcheth to their 
tongues end. 

16 A woman is like Foztune ſtanding vppon a Gloabe, 
winged with the feathers of ficklenes. 
17 Womens heartes are the Cxchequers where fancye 


per ds vp bir accounts. 

18 Women, de thepchaſt, de ther curteous, be they con⸗ 
ſtant, be they rich, reno wmed, honeſt. wiſe: yet haue they ſul⸗ 
ficient vanit ies to counteruaile thicr vertues. 

19 W omens exccllency is „ in their tenſtancie 


20 As 
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20 As the glittering beames of the Sunne wbenit ari⸗ 
ſeth,decketh the Heauens ;(othe gliſtering beautieo ol a god 
wife adozneth the houle. 


Vom ſaieſt thou Gomer, quoth ee tolthele ſenten- 
tes? are they not wozthie graue eares, and neceſarye fo: 
young mindes:is there no p2ofit in theſe pzinciplcs ? is there 
 notflawers amongſt wades , and ſwerte aphoziſmes hidden 
_  amonalteffeminate amours? Ars not theſe wozthie to cter- 
mie a mans fame and to make the memoziall ot him laſting ? 
J cannot denie quoth Gower, but the ſayings are god, both 
pleaſant and Satyzicall : but if thep had berne placed in an 
other hamoz,how mach moze had they bane excellent? fo; is N 
not a Diamond placed in gould , moze pꝛetious, then ſet in 
Copper: and ſentences in a matter ofimpozt, higher value d, g 
then thꝛuſt in amongſt vaine trifles? Ik ripe wits would con ⸗ | 
ſider, what alozy tedounds by deepe ſtudies,they would neuer | 
buſie their bꝛaines about ſuch ſuperũctall vanittes . Tulſbe, N 
quoth Chaucer, it behoues a Scholler to fit his Pen to the F 
time and perſons, and to enter with a dæpe inſight into the | 
pumours ot men, and win them byſuch wattings as beſt wil ; 
content their fancies, J fell the 
Omne tulit punctum, qui miſcuit vtile dulci 
hat, a pleaſant tale tuft full of conceit , bꝛades delight to 
the eare , and pierteth into the thoughts: Demoſthenes 
when be couldnot perſwade the Athenians with his long 
and learned zations, dzew them to withſtandPhillip with 
a merry Fable. And Alcibiades w2ought mo2e amongf his 
Souldiers with his pleaſant alluſions , then with all bis 
graue exhoꝛtations: foz pzofe Gower thou ſhalt here me 
tell a tale foz the ſuppꝛeſſing of iealouſie, which tell mee how 
thou likeſt when thou bat heardit . Mith that bee ſat him 
done, and ſo did Gower : and 3 in the midſt was verie 


| attent ine. 


' Chawcers 
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dozen, and a halfe of Pewter Buttons :a Jerkin of Grape 
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Chawcers tale of Iealouſie. 


© Vere dwelled in Orandcbeller hard by Cams 
F--\| bzidge , a man called Tomkins, a Whele- 

(| wzight he was, and ſuch a one as liued by bis 
14 art,who being a young man and vnmarried, 

AL held it a religion euery (anday to frolike it in 
2 the Church parde: his doublet was of lea⸗ 
— after the beſt faſhion , faire truſt afoze with a 


Carley, with atagd welt of the owne ,and becauſe his dub⸗ 
let was new, his lleues hung downe verie pzoperly :a round 
flop of white, with two guards about the pocket hole, gracſt 
with a long ſtock, that foz wearing at the — were fenc(t 
with two'peces of a Calues ſkinne : his Ruffe was of fine 
Lockeram,ſtitcht veryfaire with Couentrie blew : a Grene 
Vat frech from the Paberdaſhers,tyed vp befoze,and a bꝛech 
on Copper, wherein Saint Geozge ſate verye well mouns 
ed, 

Thus Tomkins came ruffling amongſt the wenches to 
the Churchyard, where he was alwapes fozegallant of the 
Countrie gambals,perfozming his charge with ſuch a grace, 
that the pꝛoudeſt wenche in all the parith would fauour him 
with her Napkin. The Be flies ſo long amongſt the flowers; 
that at laſt he lights on one: and Tomkins could net touches 
the lier ſo oft , but he muſt warme, put Klaxe and Fire to- 
gcther,and they will flame: and (opzoper a Squire could not 
tourt it ſo off among ſo many faire es het at laſt he was 
caught by the bale , and ouer the ſhwes lozlath in lone, and 
with whome2 with a Paide that cuery daye wente to ſell 
Creame at Cambzidge. |. 

A bonnie Laſſe ſhe was, verye well uckt vp in a Kuſcet 
Petticoate,, with a bare hemme, and no Fringe, pet had 
ſhee a Red Lace, and a Stomachc; of Tuft Mockado, and a 
dae caſt ouer with a pꝛittie wir, , and dzeſt che was 

in 
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in a Kerchiffe of Holland foz her Father was a Farmer, her 
girdle was græne, and at that pung a large Leather Purle 
with faire thꝛeaden Taſſels, t a new paite of yellow glaues, 
tufted with redde rawe Þilke veric richly : and fozſcoth this 
aides name was Rate, her did Tomkins toue , inſomuch 
that manylookes paſt betweene them, and mapy woings, 
that at la hee bzake the matter to her, and ſhe that was old 
enough to giue an anſwere laid if be could get her Fathers 
good will ſhe was content. At this Tomkins ſtroke the bar⸗ 
gaine vppe with a kiſſe, and ſought opertunitic to mat with 
her Father to bzeake the matter vnto him. At laſt. oztune 
ſo fauoured that her Fathers 2rlctre bꝛoake as hee wa car- 
rying manure to the ground, where vpon de was faine to pul 
foꝛth his hoꝛſes, and in all poſt haſt to ſend foz JIomkms, and 
fozſoth Kate muT be the woman to fetch the Whele-right: 
_ Away lhe goes, and as ſhe went ſmugꝰ d her ſelfe vp with her 
barding Apozne, and comes to Tomkins honſe, whoine ſhee 
found lute at his wozke, ſhe ſaluted him, i he down with his 
Axe and gaue her a welcome, ſhe did her meſſage, and de leſt 
all wozkes and went with her. Alone as he came to her fa- 
thers honie,be went about his woꝛze, and made him anewe 
Axeltræ: when hee had done, dee was bidden come in and 
d2inke, and her father dzew foozth dis pnrſe and pleaſedhim 
fo2 his paines. Tomkins, that thought nowe to bewzap the 
| (matter, pufting his Are vnder his arme, deſired the old man 
hee might haue a woozd with htm, to whome hee diſcourſcd 
the whole matter as concerning his Daughter - Yee heard 
him like an olde Foxe, and conſidered Tomkins was a pong 
man and a thꝛiftie, and had a god octupation, and therefoze 
hee could not haue a fitter matche. Wherevpon, after ſome 
pꝛatle bet wene them, all was agred, and the marriage day 
was ſet downe: Againſt which, the CTailoz ofthe Towne had 
wozke enough fo the Bꝛide and Bꝛide · gromts apatell, and 
many a Goſe and many a Pig loſt their life againſt that dap. 
Mell. on a Sunday it was, and the maibs flockt to Kates fa- 
thers houſe, frining to make the Bꝛide handſome; who had 
a freſh Gowne. of home-ſpun n and was very finelie 


dizon d 
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dizond in a little Cappe , 175 faire paſte : the Slouer 


ſould two dozen of two peny Sloues, which ſhe gaue to her 
friends, and J warrant you Tomkins houſe was as full of 
luſtie Gallants, that toke care to ſet out their B2zidegrome 
all new erom top to toe, with apaire of grene Garters tyed 
troſſe 6bour the knee, and a da zen ofCrewell Points that ſet 
out his hoſe verie faire, Thus with a bzanche of Roſemarte 
marched I omkins tothe Church „ where Kate and he met: 
and there, tobe bzefe , they were marryed : well that daye 
was paſt with dauncing and Yonnep none it was foz a mo⸗ 
neth aſter, I omkins did little wozke,foz be had enough to do 
to le on his faire wife: yet ſhee went asthe was wonte 
when ſhe was a aide to Cambzidge with her Creame: but 
Tomkuis on adap, conſidering that Schollers were mad 
kellows, began to be ieaiious, leaſt ſome of them might teach 
bis ie Lodgick, ſo that he cut hir off from that vaine , and 
t red hir to hir Diſtaffe , and cauſed hir to ſit by him as hee 
wzought. 15 

Long were they not married, but (&ing his Wife was 
the fap2elt in all the parriſh, and noting that divers of his 
neighbours did vſe to his houſe, he began to war iealious, in 
fo much that every loke ſhe caſt,he thought tobe loue, andif 
lhe ſmilde it went to his heart, foz bee thought it was a fa- 
uour. Tbus Tomkins grew almoſt mad, and vet durſt not 
wꝛong his Wife, becauſe hir father was one of the cha le men 
in all the parich, and beſide his wife was ſo honeſt,as he could 
flade her in no fault: yet thus ſmothering his owne ſuſpitt- 
on he liued in a ſecond hell, not daring let his wife go out of 
bis ſigbt, and ſcarte truſting his owne eyes, Kate was not 
ſo ſimple but ſhe could perteiue it, andgreened, that without 
cauſe lhe was ſo wzongd, yet poze wench (he conceald ber 
grote with patience , and bzokt bis ſuſpition, till ſhe might 


with credit reuenge: foz cauſeleſſe iealouſie is the greateſt 
bꝛeache to a womans honeſtie: I knowe not how ſbe dealt 
with the Whelewzite , but a Scholler of Trmitie Bofcll 
Vitiauit Glicerium, and made paze Tomkins loke ouer the 


pale like a Buck in ſeaſon. Women bane their ſhifts, and if 
D 3 they 
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they be willing, they haue as many inchauntments as euer 
- Cyrces had. to turne men into hoznd beaſts, Still was Tom- 


kins ſuſpitious, but fault he could finde none, foz Kate wasa 
warie wenche, and the Scholer had taught hir 5s non caſte, 
tamen caute : But his iealouſie fill ſtucke in her ſtomacke, 
that ona time ſhe deſired the Scholer to deniſe ſome meane 


bow he might rid her huſband of his fonde ſaſpition , let that 


alone fo2 me, quoth the @choler , take no care, befoze ſunday 
at night ile make him ſinge a new ſonge Kate went home, 
and to hir whale ſhe goes, and makes much of hir Tomkins, 
who vpoa Friday next carped his wife to hir fathers, and 
commanded hir to ſtay there while he went to Cambzidge, 


and came agaiae, ſhe obeyed his charge, and away goes hee 
towards the god towne, By the way as he went, in a dump 


ſtudying on the be autie of his wife, f&ding himſelfe with his 
ie auous humoz , he ouertoke a Scholer, to whome be gaue 
the time of the days Welceme friend quoth the ®choler, 


where do you dwell? ſir quoth he, at next towne at Granche- 


ſer, at Grancheſter man quoth hee, Jam glad J met the, 
now thall F laugh alittle : J pzay the tell me friend, haue 
you not a Whele-wzight that dwels there they call him 
Tomkins ? yes marrie ſir quoth he, J am bis next neighboz. 
I pꝛap you what of him: if thou dwelſt ſo nere. J maruel 
(quothbe) thou doſt aſke? wby hee marryed bonnie Kate ot 
Granchefſter,that ſoulde Creame : and now he is the moſte 


famous Cuckould in all the countrey. This went as colde as 


atone to Tomkins heart, pet becauſe hee would learne all, 
heconceald the matter, and bare it out with a goovcounte- 
naace, and ſald that although he dwelt at the next deze, ret 
he ucuer heard ſo much. Ile tell the man / quoth the Scho⸗ 
ler, ſoꝛ a Quarte of Nine, Ile ſhew ther, the next time ſhee 
comes to towne, with whome lhe is familiarlic acquainted: 
Marcie quoth he, and at the next Tauerne Jle beſtow it on 
pou, and to mozrow comes luſtie Kate to Cambzidge, andif 


vou do me ſo mach fauour,ile beſtow a diſh of Apples on vou, 


to eite theſe winter cuenings: the Scholer thankt bim, e ta 


the wine they went, r the next day Tomkins was appointed 
Ane 
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to tome to Trinitie hoſtell to ſuch a Chamber, vppon which 
concluſion he did his buſineſſe and home he went. Be bare cut 
the matter with a god face, although he was full ofcholler in 
bis hart, could not ſlæp, to thinke . Luke was his Patron. 

But the nert mozning early hee bad his wife make her teady 
to goe to market, foz hee was not well and keepe his bed hee 
would till ſhe tame againe. Kate ſtart vp and made her ſelfe 
verie handſome, and ſuſpeced there was ſome thing in the 
winde: well. to Cambzidge ſhe muſt, fo2 it was her huſbands 
charge, and away hee went, No (oner was ſhee out of the 
dozes, but vp got he and made him ſelfe readie, tooke the key 
in his pocket, and croſt another wap to Cambzidge, that hee 
was ſeene of none, and to Truntp Boſtell he goes, and found 
out the Scholler, who bad him welcome, thankt him foꝛ his 
wine,andtouldhunyou are come in a good hower,foz follow 
me and J will chew you where your wife and a Scholler are 
now making merrie together. The matter befoze was de ba⸗ 
ted amongſt them how po2 T omkins ſhould be handled. Mel 
the Scholer bzought him AA to a Chamber windowe, 
where looking in, he might ſee his wife ſitting vpon a Schol⸗ 
lers lap eating of a pound ot᷑ Cherries :ſkarcecould hee kcepe 
his tongue from railing out, but at the Schollers requeſt hee 
bꝛidled it and put it vp with patience. ell, home hee would 
to pꝛouide fo; his wiues welcome, but the @choler tould him 
bee ſhould dzinkefirſt, andfilling him out dꝛinke, gaue him a 
Dozmitarie potion, that after he had talked a little, he fell in 
a dead ſleepe: then went the Scholer in and fetcht Kate out, 
and ſhewed her her huſband. Perrie they were, and paſt a- 
way the time while it was late in the night, 8 then they hea- 
uedbp Tomkins on a hoꝛſe backe, and carried him home to his 
hoaſe, vndꝛeſt him, and laid him in his bed, e though it were 
late, Katherine cald her mother vp d reueald the whole ma⸗ 
ter to her. The old beldame laught and ſaid, the iealious fol 
was wel ſerued. TUel the Scholers had good chere made 
them, and away they went, and the Pother and the daughs 
ter ſette vppe a watching Candle, and ſate verie mannerly 
by a good fler, looking when 1 ſhould wake. About 


midnight 


* 


Tomkins) ile be reuengd both on pou and pour knaue ſ(chol- 
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midnight, the dzinke left dis operation, and he ſuddenly a⸗ 
woke , and ſtarting vp, ſwoze by gogs nownes , you arrant 
whoze tle be reuengde vpon the: with that bis mother and 
his wife ſtept to him, and ſaid, what chere ſonne, fie leane | 
ſuch idle talxe,and remember God: naye you whoze (quoth 


ler. Daughter quoth the olde Beldam , goe foz moze neighs 
bours,be begins to raue: god Sonne leave theſe wozds, and 
remember Chziſt, with that Tomkins leut about, began to 
call himſelfe to remembꝛance, and ſaw hee was in dis bed, 
with a Kercher bn bis head, watcht by his mother and his 
wife, maruelled how he ſhould come from Cambzidge, that 
in this maſe he lay a long while, as in a trance:at laſt he ſaid, 
alas where am J:? Parrie huſband(quoth Kate) in your own 
houſe, and in yoar owne bed, ſiche God helpe vou, why (quoth 
he) and was J not at Cambzidge to dar? at C ambʒioge man 
alas, when J came home, à found vou here, andmymother 


' itting by you, very ſicke : and ſo you continued till within 


this hower, and then you fell ina lumber : why but quot 
Tomkins , was J not at Cambridge this day , and ſaw thee 
in Trinitie hoſtell? Jn Trinitie Boſtell,truſt me ( quoth ſhe) 
J was not there this two pere, and fo your being at Cam⸗ 
bꝛidge, God helpe you, J pzay God pou were able to go the⸗ 
ther. Whie Mot her (quothj he) maue me not mad, aſſone as 
my wike went to Cambzidge, I ſtart vp, made me readie. and 
went to Trinttie hoell,and there ſaw J hir with thele eies, 
lifting vppon a Scholters knee, eating of a pound of Cher ⸗ 
ries. Mell Puſvand ( quoth Kate) and how came pou home 
againe ? J marrie (quoth pe) their lyes the queſtion : J know 
well of mp going thether,and of mp being there, but of my re- 
furne,why Jremember nothing. No J thinke lo pe man 
(quoth (he ) foꝛ all this dap haſt thou bene a ſick man, and 
full of bzoken ſlumbers and ſtrange dꝛeames: J will teil thee 
Sonne this diſeaſe is a mad bloud that lies in thy head which 
is growne from tealouſte,fake hede of it, foz if it ſhould cons 
tinue but ſix dapes, if would make the Carke mad, foz it 
was nothing but an idle and a iealious fancie, that made 
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no moꝛe: the reſt haue ſwerte phꝛalſes, but ſo wer follies: god 
pꝛecepts tempered amongſt idle matter, Tcles amongſt 
©cozptons ; and Pearles,ſfrowed * pibbles: belaue 


Greeries Vihon. 
the thinke thou wert at Cambzidge , and ſaweft thy wiſe 
there : and was J not then out of my bed ,quoth be 2no God 
delpe you , quoth the PÞother. Then wife quoth he. and he 
wept , J aſke both God and the foggiuene ſſe, and maks a 
bowe , if God graunt me health, neuer þ&reafter to ſuſpect 
the, thou ſhalt go whether thou wilt, and kape what compa- | 
nie thou wilt, ſoʒ a iealious minde is a ſecond bell. Thus was 
Tomkins bzought from his ſaſpition , and his wife and bee 

retoncilde. 


Won ſaifthou quoth Chawcer to this tale, is there any 

offence to be kahen.ts it not a god inuediue iea⸗ 
tonſte : Sauf voftre grace,quoth Ion Go wer, ſir Gefftey, your 
tale is two ſcurrulous, and not wozthie to trouble my graue 
ears; ſuchfantaſticall toyes be in the Coblerof Canterbury, 
and that bzed the bake ſach viſcredit : call you this a method 
to putdowne any particular vice, oz rather a meanes genes 
rally to ſet vp vanitie : this is the ſoze that cræpes into the 
minde of youth , and leaues not fretting till it be anincura- 
ble vicer: this is the ruſt that eateth the hardeſt Stele, and 
cannot be rabv off with the pureſt Pele. Mens mindes are 
apt to foſlies and pꝛone fo all ſuch idle fancies,and ſuch bokes 
are Spurres to pꝛicke them fozwarde in their wickevneſſe, 
where they na de ſharpe bits to bʒidle in their wanton affec- 
tions: cannet the Phiſition ſalue a maladie, without vnder 
a popſoni d and plealant rope, de hide a medicinable potion, 
when the operation of the one ſhall de moꝛe pꝛeiudite, then 
the vertue ot the other can wozke pꝛoſit? Shall J in ſuch 
Qh:rpc boxes lay aluring battes?2 hall A ſ&lie todzawemen 
from daacing with a Zaver, to perſwade men to peace with 
weapons. o2 exhozt men to vertuous actions with tales of 
wantan affeaions : no Greene, marke lohn Gower wel.thou 
haſt wꝛite no boke well,but thy Nunguer ſers eſt, and that is 
indifferent Linſcy Molſey fo be bozne,andto be pꝛaiſed and 


not 


her beautie. Upon her did Alexander caſt his eie, 
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not Bir Geffrey Chawcer in this: marke but his madde 

tale to put downe Jealowſte,J will tell a tale to the ſame et 

yy i Tr e ee ene 
arc 69. 


10h Sowen 10 againſt -alouſie je. 


A thecitie of Auttotrpe, there dwelled a gen⸗ 
l tieman ol god Parentage, called Alexander 
l Vandermaſt, who beeing indued with Lands 
N 700} andliuings, ſuchas were able to maintaine 
Aan boneſt pozt, thought not with the Cedar to 
dic fruitles, noz to end his name with his life, 
and therefoze to haue a pziuate friende with whome to com- 
municate his thongbtes, and iNaeto maintaine the fame of 
bis houſe, he thought towed himſelf to ſome'gaod wife with 
whoſe beauty be might delight his cie, 4 with whoſe vertues 
bee might content bis mind. At laſt looking about, bee ſawe 
manie faire and well featured, but they had fanlts that bꝛed 
bis millike: Some thought to amend Nature with Art, and 
With Apotbecaries dzugges, torefine that which God had 
made perfec: Such artificiall paintings he likt nat, as being 
theinſtances ofpzide . Some had their cies full of Amours, 
caſting their lookes with ſuch alluring glaunces , that their 
verie immodeſtie appeared in their eie - lids, thoſe bee held too 
foʒwarde to the fiſt: Some had delight to beare themſelnes 
chat. and had moze talke in their tongues. than witte in their 
pe ads, thoſe he counted foz Goſſeps, and let them flip : taking 
thus a narrow view of the maides of Antwerpe. At laſt he 
ſpied one amongſt the reſt, who was faire,modeſt,filent,and 


generallie indued with all bertues, as highly commended 


though all the Cittiefoz her chaſtitie, as ſhe was pꝛaiſed fog | 

d ſo fixe 
bis heart that be began entirely to affect I what 
a pꝛetious ie well he ſhould haue, il he got ſo vertuous a wife: 


Foz bes bad read in Jeſus _ that bappte is that 
- man. 
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im that atha dertaous wite, foz thenumderaf bis dayes 
ſhalbe double. A dertuous woman dathmake a iorfull man, 
and whether he be riche az pe, de may alwaienhaue a mer⸗ 
ris heart. A woman that is flent of toung , ſhameiall in 
countenance, ſober in behaniour;aud bonglt. in condition, 
adozned with vertuous qualities cozreſpondent , is lize a 
godly pleaſant Flower, deckt with the coullers of all the 
Flowers in the Field, whichſhall be giucn foz a god poꝛtion, 


to ſucha one asfeareth Cod, 
Cheſe ſayings made Alexander an tarneſt ſutoz to The- 


odora, foʒ ſo was the Maides name: and fo followed his pur - 
poſed intent, that not onely he obfeyned the god will of the 
Maide, but the conſent of her parents, ſo that in ſhozt time 
there was amariage, not onelyconcluded , but fully conſu- 
mated , Theſe two agred together louingly,and in ſuch iop- 
altie,that all Antwerpe talked of the affection of the one, and 
the obedience ofthe other, and the love of both: liuing in this 
toncoꝛd, the deuill that grudged at the ſinceritie of / ob, græ⸗ 
ned at the mutuall amitie of theſe too, and ſought to ſet 
them at oddes, which de attempted with the pernitious ſier 
of Jelouſte, a plague that offercth depeſt w;ong to the holy 
eſtate of marriage, and ſetteth ſuch moztall variante, as 
Hardly by any meanes tan be pacified. Where married cous 
plrs agre together, it is a git at happineſſe, and a thing very 
acceptable in the ſight of God but as in muũlek are mam 
difrozds ; befo;e there can bee framed a true Diapaſin, ſo in 
wedlock are many tarres, befoze there be eſtabliſbed a per⸗ 
fect friendſhip Falling out there map be, and n mar 
growe brtweene ſuch iverte friends LIT 


n iy 1b ium rg vefifrt laue gratia eſt: 


yparticwhete JelouſiedntersbyFelthifromthence he cans 
notbethzaſtout byfozrs . This/peſtilent bumoz.catredinto 
theminde of Alexander, foz lu ina he had the fay;elt wife in 
all ant warpe t that many Matchants reſoztedto his houſe, 
be found that women are weake veſſels,andconceited a 3cas 


Lious opinion withoutaute;, a to enter 


- — Lo 


parle 
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parle with bimloz traffike,come rather lo: the beanfie of his 
wife, then ſoz any other trade of Parthandize, in ſo much 
that hee pind her vp in her Chamber, and kept bunſeife ths 
Rey: not content with this, ſitting oe ne 
be lellinto this meditation. . 


Alexander Vins bis wal us 


meditation with himielle. 


— telfe Alexander, 
5 toa Moman, and therefoze to a thing 
light and incanſtant, whole heart is 
lane to feathers blowne abzoad with 
| L every winde, e whoſe thoughts aime 
© at euerynewobiet,thou mghttVan- 
>) dermaſt haue fozeſene this, foz thou 

+ baſt red, that Armins of Carthage be- 
ingearneſtly perſwaded tomarry,an- 
3 dare not, oz if Achante vpon one that is wiſe , bee 
u ill be wilfull: it wealthie, then wanton: il pe. thenpa- 
uiſh: if beautifull,then pꝛoude: if defozmed, then loathſome: 
and the leaſt of theſe is able to kill a thouſand men Whe 
Alexander did thou not eſchew this , fozeſaing this, and 
knowing them to bee ſachsvits ? wür did thau loade thy | 
ſelfe with ſuch a beauie burden, oh howe art thou chauged? 


wont to ſay that they were Yeayens wealth, and earths 
miracles , adozned. with the üingularitie of p2opoztion „to 
ſhown the excellencie ot all perfeation, as farre exceeding men 
in vertues, as they extell them in beauties, reſembling Aan⸗ 
gels in qualities, as the are lite to Ooda in perſt anen em 
purer in minde then in moulde, and yet made ofthe puritie of 
man : juſt they are, as giuing loue hir due: conſtant, as houl⸗ 
ding lopaltie moze pʒetious then lite, as hardly to be dzawne 
from vnited affection, as the Salamanders from the Cauer⸗ 


nes of Etna. Oh Alexander, 3 ae. gay 8 
| thou 


what motion hath madded the with this concert? thou wert 
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thor ashappy,as now thou art miſerable:but no doubt their 


dearts are made of Jet, that dzaw vp fanciein a minute, and 
let it ſlip in a moment, and their thoughts ſo fickle, that they 
couet to fe de on euery new obied: they ſxke to marrie. that 
the huſband may touer theirfaults, and like Atheiſts they 
count all pardoned that is done with ſetretie. She riſcth vp 
ſaith the Wiſe man, and wipeth her mouth , as though ſhe 
dad made no offence - o doubt there be luch as thou doeft 
decipher, but fozment not thy (elfe with Jealouſte , lct not 
thy hart ſuſpect what neither thy eve ſ&s by p2ofe ,no2 thine 
cares here by repozte , Theodora is vertuous, and chaſte, 
honour dwels in hir thoughts, and modeſtie in her eyes, ſhes 
treades vpon the Toztuſe, and kepes her houſe. and ſii apes 
not abꝛoad with euer wanton giglet: She lapes not out the 
tramels of hir hayze to allure mens lokes: no} is (ſhe wan- 
ton in her epelids,ſhe ſakes not to tompanie with ſtrangers, 
noꝛ takes dclight in much pzattle,but as Suſanna was to lo- 
achim, and Lucretia to Collatine, ſo is Theodora io Alexan- 
der. She is like to the vertuous Woman which Salomon 
ſets out in the Pzouerbes, who eates not her bzead with idle⸗ 
neſſe, ſhee is vp earlie and late, labouring gladlie with ber 
hands: che occupies Mall and Flare , lapes hould vpon the 
Diſtaffe, and puts bir fingers to the Þpindle : ſuch a one 
Alexander is thy Theodora, whome Antwarpe admires fo; 
hir vertues, and thou maiſt loue foz her perfection. Such 
the ſemes inded, but women are ſubtill, he wing themſelues 
to diſdaine that which they moſt deſire,and vnder the maſke 
of a pure life, Madowe a thouſand deceitfull vanittes-She 
is fatre,andmany eyes awaite bpon her beautie, and women 
are weake creatures, ſome women. 

Jſe many Parchants flocke tomy houſe, and amongſt 
them all, perhaps (he willlike ane: tuſh, fo; all her ſh w of 
conſtancie and vertuous perfection, will not truſt ber, no2 
beleue ber, foz women are ſabtile to allure, and ſlippcrit to 
decetue, hauing their hearts made of ware ready to recciue 
euerp impzeſſion : and with this he ſtarte bp, and wente to 
late if his wiues Chamber doze were ſafe lockt, and ſo went 

28 about 
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abort his buſinelte, 


but lo 
the wozlo might eſpte dis greefeby his paſſions. Theodora 
law alithis,andperceined the folly ns d,and 1 


it with great patience, foz that ſhe knew ber ſelfe free from al 

intended ſuſpition, coueting with ber kozcibie effects of dutis. 

to rate out the caukred ruſt of n bſecref 
and\ifent iarres betwirt her and her Alexander,pindvp thus 
as a haun in a mewto ſolace her, the had recourſe to her bon, 
aiming in all her Dzizons foz grace, that her ations might 
be direccd,and the courſcofher life ſoleaueld,that noblemiſh 
might taint the bꝛigbtnes of her credit, otherwhile foz recre- 
2 the would take her Lute in her hand and ling this Di⸗ 


Theodoras Song, 


Oberer alone and ſilent inmy bed, 
Dy ben follies of my youth doe touch my thought, 
And reaſon tels me that all fleſh is finne, | 
And all js vaine that ſo by man is wrought. 
Hearts ſighes, | 
4 Fiesteares, t 
Wichſorrow throb whenin my mind I ſee, 
All that man dothis fooliſt varitit. 1 
When pride preſents the ſtate of honors pompe, 


And ſeekes to ſet aſpiring mindes on fire, 


When wantonLoue brings beauty for abait, 
To ſcortch the eie withouer hot deſie. 
—＋1 « 51 Ie 


Hearts fighes, 

| Eee, 

V Vith ſorro throb when in my mind I ſee, 
That pride and loue are extreame vanitie, 


$ ox]: £X 
E « 


Ol Loue that ere] loved;yet joue is chaſt, e. þ 12/4 
My fancie like none but my hugbandsface, ** _ > 
| 5 t 


in his thoughts, as all 


— — 
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But when thinke I loued none but him, 
Nor would my thought giue any other grace, 


N Eyes teares, 
Wich ſorrow throb, when in my minde l ſee, 
The pureſt loue is toucht with Iealouſie. 


Alas mine eye had neuer wanton lookes, 
A modeſt bluſh did euer taint my Cheekes, 
If then ſuſpition with a faulſe conceipt, 
The ruine ofmy fame and honour ſeckes, 
Harts ſighes, 
Eyes teares, ; 
Muſt needs throb ſorrows, when my fhind doth ſee, 
Chaſtethoughts are blamd with cauſeleſſe iealouſie. 


My husbands will was ere to me a lawe, 
To pleaſe his fancie is my whole ws 
Then if he thinkes whatſocuer | do is bad, 


And with ſuſpition cha ſtitie requight: 


Harts ſighes, 

Eyes teares, 
Muſt needs throb ſorrows,when my minde dooth ſee, 
Dutie and loue are quit with iealouſie. 


No deeper bell can freta womans winde, 
Then to be tainted with a falſe ſuſpect, 
Then if my conſtant thoughts be ouercroſt, 


When pratling fond, can yceld no true detect. 


Muſt needs throb ſorrows, when my minde doth ſee; 
Duty and loue are quit withiealouke, 


Seeke l to pleaſe, he thinkes] fatter then, 
Obedience is a coner for my fault, 
When thus he deemes I treade my ſhoo awxie, 


And' 


 ſeemedlike a mad man, not anſwering accoz2in 
 maunds, but in ſuch abꝛupt replies, that ali of rbemeſpyed 
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And going right, he ſtill ſuſpetts I halt, 


= 
+ 
* 


A 


Eyes teares. = | 
 Muſtneeds throb ſorrows, when my minde dothſee, 


Dutie and loue are quit with iealouſie. 


No ſalue l haue to cure this reſlleſſe ſoare, 

But ſighes to God. to change his iealious minde, 

Then thall I praiſe him in applauding himns, 

And when the want ofthis miſtruſt] finde: 
Harts ſighes, | 
Eyes teares, 4 

Shall ceaſe, and Lord ile onely pray tothee, 

That womenneare be wrongd with lealouſie. 


Theodora hauing ended her Dittie, lapde by her Tute, 
and ſafe in a muſe, when diuers Merchants came in to aſke 
foz her hulband, amongſt the ret, one was berpe pleaſant 
with the Maide of the houſe , and fell topzattle with ber, in 
which inſtant Alexander comming in, andſaing themin ſe- 
cret and pꝛiuate talke (and the Merchant with a letter) be 
gan ſtraight to miſtruſt that the Gentlema 
ning with his maide foz the deliuerie of ſome amourous let- 


ter to ber Mitres: wherevpon be began to enter into ſuch a 


frantike, as hee regarded not the ſalute at bis friends, but 
ding to their de⸗ 


tde man to be paſſing paſſionate, thinking ſome fond humoz 
ſo infected his bꝛaine, that he would grawe lunatike : where- 
bpon, after ſome ſhozt parle with hun, they all departed, and 
toke their leaue, leaning him depe perpleredty bis der pe it 
thoughts: firſt he went and lokt it the doze were faſt, which 
be foundas ſtronglyloc t as he left it, then hee queſtioned 
with his maide about the talke and the letter. ſhe diſcourſt 
vnto him all the truth, but invaine,fo; ſo derpely bad ſuſpiti⸗ 
ongrafted miſtruſt in his conſcience , that belefe could take 
no place, but that his heart ſuſpedsd, that he thought verely 

fo 


n was commu- 
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to be as ſure as the Goſpell, foz who ſo is pained with the 
reſtieſſe toꝛment ot᷑ ie alouſite, doubteth all, miſtruſteth him⸗ 
ſelle, being atwayesfcozen with feare, and fired with ſuſpiti- 
om With this canckred poiſon was the minde of Alexander 
ſo cozrupt,as he thought verily his wife had played falle, and 
that he being blinde, had eaten the flie:wherevpon he ſtudied 
bow to quittance hir villanie, ſo heaute anenemie is Jelou- 
ſte to the holy eſtate of matrimonie , ſowing betwene the 
married couples ſuch deadly ſedes ot᷑ ſecret hatred, that lone 
being onceraced out by ſackleſle diſtruſt,thzoughenuie there 
enſueth a deſire of blondie reuenge, and ſo it fell out with 
Alexander: but that God which defendeth/ the innocent, 
ſhzowdedguiltleſſe Theodora vnder his wings, and kept hir 
from the peremptozle reſolation of her frantike huſband. 
Well,atlaſt {ealouſieentered ſo farre into his thought, that 
be fell into a Lunatike melancholie, and like a mad man fled 
out ot his houle, and ranne about the Fields, haunting ſecret 
Srones,andſolitarie places to fede his humour. There- 
poꝛt of this range chance, was bꝛuted abzoade thꝛoughout 
all Antwerpe , which made men to wonder at the matter: 
ſome had hard opinion of Theodora, and ſaid her lewdneſſe 
bzed his frenzie,and that Alexander having ſpied ſome wan - 
ton frick by his wife, ſell into that Lunacie, condemning dir 
fo) a pernitious tourtizan: others ſ@ing the vertueus diſ- 
poſition of the woman, could not beinduced to ſo hard a ſuſ⸗ 
pition, but thought the bꝛainſick iealouſie of the man had 
pꝛotured that range maladie: (ome ſuſpended their indge- 
ments both of him and hir, till farther frialmight make it 
maaited, but the moſt part ſpake ill of hir eſpecially bis pas 
rents and kinſfolke, who'tenflde hir, and cald her rumpet, 
— oat of dwꝛe as a Courtizan deſeraing ns better 
uour. 


Thus bar dix was pee Theodora vſb;whotwke all patt- 
ently, ad being dil red andw2ongd; went toapeze womans 


vpon mere-prefie-yarboured her, where falling 


to bir iaddurz cher contyzmed to all gov mindes, the afured 
Enn pope, changing 


. — —— 
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per apparel to the place.ſhe went in her white Maſtcoat, and 
late to her whele,whereon woozking buſily euery day aboue 
bother. noting her innocency,and how vniulily thee was actu⸗ 
ſed, thee burſt out into teares,and blubbzedout this paſſi- 


on 36 


Theodoras meditation of her 
Innocencie. 
Rfoztunate Theodota, whoſe thoughtes are 


e F[meaſurcdwithenuy , and whoſe daresare 
Sl [2] weied with uſpition, the palme of thy yeares 
— \, 
N 


Alis nipped with miſhappes, and when the bloſ- 

C21 ſoms of thy youth ſhould grow to ripe fruits. 
=== —- they are bitten with the froſtes of Foztune 
Etlhen thou wert a maid, modeſty hung in thy loks, and thy 
chaſte thoughts appeared in thy countenaunce,all Antwerpe 
ſpoake ofthy beautie and applawdedfby vertues, and nowe 
being a wife,they accuſe thee of vanity and light neſſe, wher⸗ 
as thy conſtancy is as great, and thy chaſtity no leſſe. Ah, but 
infamy galleth vnto death, and liuet hafter death: Tuſh The- 
odora, vertue may be blamꝰ d. but neuer ſham d. The Dia- 
mond may be hidden in dirt, but neuer loſe his operation :the 
Sunne may be obſcured with a Cloud, vat at laſt it wil bzeatr 
foꝛth in his bꝛightnes, and vertue hidden with llander. will at 
laſt maugre enuie appeare without blemiſh. Ah Theodora, 
but Alexander, thine Alexander, the ioꝑ of thy pouth, and the 
content of thy mind is run lunatick,. and al fo2 the J confeſle : 
and my heart græues at his miſhap, and with daily ©ziſons 
J will pꝛap, that his iealous thoughts map be rated out: his 
parents and friends hould thee foz a Curtiſan: all Antwerpe 
wonders at tha, and erclaimes againſt the foz a ſtrumpet, 
the moꝛe is my ſoꝛrow e the greater my miſerꝝ:but the Lozd- 
who is Chrodiognoſtes, whole eie ſees the ſecrets ot al heartes, 
ſs mine innocency. Oh, but what hal J doe to recouer my 
bulbands weale, q recouer my fogmer credit: might uy blond. 
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be aſalnefocure his malady, o2my life eaſe the ſoꝛe that ſo 
tozments him, J would with the hazard ofmy ſoule, ſecke to 
xecouer the weale ot his body and lanch aut the derreſt dzops 
ofbloud, to purchaſe his leaſt content. But iealouſie that in⸗ 
fectious fiend,hath wzonght thy bitter bale, and his vtter o- 
nerthꝛow, ſetting ſuch a flame of fire in his bꝛeaſt, as neither 
reaſon no; counſaile can quench. What (hal I then doe? ſif 
ther down 1 hcodora,andlet th pꝛaiers pearte the heauens 
cry out in the bitternes of mind, take hould of the hemme ot 
Chꝛiſts veſture by faith, and with the blind man lay: thou ſon 
of Dauid, loke vpon the innocency of thy handmaid, redꝛeſſe 
ber w2ongs, and deale the malady of her hnſband. Ozizons 
Theodora haue wings, and ifthey bee plumed with the fea- 
thers of an aſſured beliefe.in Chzilt his paſſion, they ſlie fall 
thꝛough the fartheſt ſpheres,andpenetrate cuen the thꝛoane 
of his maieſty:and that they plead foz grace, from whence by 
the helpe of the lambe,who ſits there a ediatoꝛ foꝛ vs,they 
returne not without regard Do this firſt Theodora, then ſit 
the downe to thy wozke,and with thy hands th2ift, ſatilfte 
thy harts thirſt. Fozget thy amours, and fall to labours, and 
be ſure ot this, in thy cottage thou ſhalt ſhun much enup,and 
many repꝛoches:foꝛ Foꝛtune ſeldome lokes ſo low as pouer⸗ 
ty. Content the with thy eſt ate, fo aduerſitp is the triall of 
the mind, and miſhap is the ballance of the thoghts. Uſe pati⸗ 
ente, foꝛ it is a great pꝛoſe of vertue and be not ſene abꝛode: 
fo2 ſecrecy kils infamy, and ſuch as delight to bee ſane hall 
baue their credit t oucht with many tongues and haue this 
verſe hung on their backe. 
Spec lat um veniunt, veniunt ſpectentur vt ipſe, 

Thus liuing poꝛelp, content: and patient in thy labours, 
Ant werpe ſhall thinke it was thy huſbands folly,not thy va⸗ 
nitp. 
Thus Theodora ſatiſfied her ſelfe with her own perſwa- 
lion, t in the cottage ſhund the ſtoꝛmes that foztune inflicted 
vpon great manſions as ſhe thus reſted happy, foꝛ that 


Flix Jui potuit content us vinere par uo. 


Alexander romed vp and downe ſtill perplexed with bes 
2 icalcus 


Greenes viſion. 


iealous paſions,atid finding ng eaſe in his conſcience:foz iea- 
louſie is like the biting of Yidaſpis , Which ſuffers a man to 
take no ſlape Lunatike he was, and yet ſundzie times be 
would both reaſonablie meditate with himſelle, and confer 
with others, ſozrowing at the fondneCe of his ownc ſuſpiti⸗ 
on: but Graight againe bee would with the Dog returne to 
bis vamif,and falltohisouldvayneof frenzie, with generall 
exclamations againſt beautie : pet ſo ſententious , that a- 
mongſt the reſt 3 remember ſome of his pzinciples , which 
emed rather the cenſure of ſame ripe wit, then the ſcuites 
of any Lunacie,and they as Zremember be theſe 


Alexanders ſentences in his Lunacie, 
againſt beautir. 


— 
— 


Au, beautie is a baine thing , whoſe ii are 
trickt vp with times coullers, which being ſet to dee 
inthe Sunne,loſe their bzightneſſe with the Sunne. 
2 Beautie is a Charme ,wozſe then Cyrccs had amongſt = 
hir confections, foz it firſt inchaunteth the exe, then bewit- ⸗ 
cheth the heart, and at laſt bzings both to vtter ruine, when 
of it ſelfe it is but like the Flower Aſautis , thatloſcth coul⸗ 
ler with euery lowde winde. 
3 Bcautie dzaweth many mens eres to loke on ſo goꝛ⸗ 
geous an obied, and is oft the cauſe of manye diſhoneſt 
actions 
4 Beauty isdelightſome and pleaſant,vet nothing moze 
perilous and deadlie. 
5 Themoze beautie,the moze paide, themoze pzide,ths 
moze inconſtancie. 
6 Beautie, when it is not ioynde with bertue,islike the 
fcthers ofa Phenix, plaeſt on the carkaſſe of a Crows 
* Beaatie is oft the faireſt marks that lsadeth to 
1 
8 — is a couller daſht with enery bzeath,aflower 


mix with euere frolf,and aſauo; that tine a age . 
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—̃ — agaio{ beau- 
tie, did he bꝛeath aut in bis madnefle , which ſame d hoe was 
moꝛe melancholie then Lunatine:mell kowſdaeuer, about be 
ran reſtleſſe and paſſionate, till on a day, comming into a 
meadolw, de ſaw in a little houell made with boughes , an a- 
ged man ſitting, doulding a ſerpent in dis hand that with bir 
teeth ſtill bit hir ſelfe,and ſtill the aged father ſmilde. Alcx- 
ander ſtanding by, and (ing this, as mad as he was, mar- 
—— and vyon a ſuddaine (aid : Father what 
dos ſt thou meane by that embleame: The ould man turning 
bis head, and ſering Alexander, was nothing ahaſht but re- 
plyed : Þy Sonne quoth he, Jam viewing the Enugmati⸗ 
call figure of Zelowſie: of Jelouſie quoth tas how: 
marrie quotb he, thus. ¶ hon ſeſt this @erpent , it is bed 
in the Cauernes ol Sicilia, bzought ſrom thente, and giuen 
ms by a marchant, the name of it is a Limſter : marke how 
Nature bath made it fullofſplene andcholler,Ciill intending 
to das, and reſtleſſe to reuenge: but ſo bath the cerjous wozk- 
man ol all pzouided , that it can bite no2 pzeindiceno crea- 
ture bat it ſelfe, which diſpoſition when 4 conſidered, Jcom- 
pard it to a iealous man, who being pinched with thatpaſli- 
on, hurteth none but himſelfe , and galled with ſuſpition, bi- 
teth with the Lemſter his owne fleſh: fo2 J tell the my ſonne 
whoſoeger is fired with iealouſte, 92 toncht with that hate⸗ 
fall paſſionof mifruſt.be frettetbinwardly, taketbnoreſt,e 
conſumes himſelf with inward grefe,burting none but him- 
ſelfe,as conteyning all the miſerie within himſelfe. Ab Alex- 
ander quoth he, J know the, and ſozrow that J ſce thee thus 
fond , to be bzought into ſuch diſhons , by the ſulpition ofa 
woman, when beeing Jealous ol hir, thou wzingel thy ſelfe 
at the heart, when thou hurtſt not her little finger, if thou 
couldft conteit what it were, and kne wit the ſecret operati- 
on andinwardpzcindice,thon wouidſt ſhabe it off, as a toye 
woꝛthleſſe a man of ſuch calling. Ant werpe I tell the pitties 
the as they lone the, and wonders at the, as theꝝ note thy 
follies,and are angrie at thee, as thou perſeuereſt in ſo vains 


rr 


— 


| feriphion 
perceſuethinsowne maddin paſſions, | 1 1 


FEET D donde is a canckar,that fretteth the guet of 
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WORE: =". 30G 
oftealouſie : wherein , as in a-glaſſe * 


The ould mans deſeriptionof 
wE iealquſi "wil 


ze thougyts , a moath that ſecrctly conſu⸗ 
meth the lift of man, 4 a popſon ſpetially op- 
J | poled againſt the perſectionof lone. The hart 

l being once infected with icalouſie . the ſlcepes 
are b:zoken: d2eames , diſquiet lumbers, 
thought s, cares, and ſozrows : the life woe and mpferie, that 
liuing he dies, and lining pꝛolongs out his life tn paſſions 
wozſe then death. None loketh on his lone, but ſuſpition 


WY £1 2 U 


ſaies this is he, that commeth to be contriuall of my fauours: 


none knocks at his doꝛe, but farting vp he thinks them mel⸗ 
ſengers None talkes , but they whiſper of affeaion, if he 
frowne, ſhe hates him, and loues others: it ſhe ſmile, it is be⸗ 
canſe ſhe hath had ſucteſſe in hir loues: lake ſhe frowardlye 
on any man, ſhe diſſemdles if ſhe fanour him with a grati- 
ous exe, then as a man tainted with a frenzie, he cryes out, 


that neither fer in tde ſtrawe, noz loue in a womans lokes 


can beconceald. Thus doth he line reftleſſe „maketh loue 
that oft is ſ wert to be in taſte as bitter as gall,andconſames 


punk with ſetret tozments, 


Pow ſaiſt thou my fonne(quoth thes ith 115.8 Inot 
hit the in the right vaine and made a perfect deſcription of 
thine owne patheticall bumours, Dbquoth Alexander, and 
be ſat him downe with teares in his eyes, and ſighes, in ſuch 
ſoꝛt, and ſo da pely ſtraind, as his heart was ready to burſt. 
Now Father. and neuer bekoze now, doe J ſe into the depth 
07 mine owne kollies, and perteiue how infoztunafely thts 
Jclowſe conceit hatbledme : but teach me, how ſhall 3 ſhake 
of this fend, that lo moztally haunts me: ' by what meanos 

Hall 
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hall J race out this paſſion, that ſo paines me: and haue the 
diſquiet of my thoughts (atiſfied. Dh my Sonne (quoth the 
ouldman) thou art commannded by the wiſe man , not tobe 
tealtous auer the wife of thy boſome, leaſt hee ſhowe ſome 
b2zewd point of wickedneſſe vppon the : foz nothing moze 
greeucth an honeft woman, no2 dzaweth moze aptly toſome 
moztallreſolution,thento be ſuſpected without cauſe . And J 
tell tha my Sonne, Antwerpe hath euer ſpoken well of thy 
wife , whatſocner thou haſt miſconftred , Thou halt then 
done amiſſe, in abſenting thy ſelfe from ber, fog thou art 
chargdenot to departe from a god and diſcreet woman that 
isfallenvnto tha foz thy poztion,inthe feare of the Loꝛd: foz 
the guift of hir honeſtie is aboue gould. A woman of fewe 
woꝛdes, is a guift of God: and to a well nurtured aide 
may nothing be comparde. An honeſt andmannerly woman, 
is a guift aboue other guifts : and there is no weight to bee 
coinpard toa womans minde , that can rule it ſelfe like as 
the cleerelight vpon the holy Candleſtickes - ſo is the beau⸗ 
tie oftheface vpon an honeſt body. like as the goulden pillers 
vpon theſockets of ſiluer,ſo are the faire legs vpon a woman 
that bath a conſtant minde. 

A faire Wyfe reioyſeth her huſband, and a man loveth 
nothing better: but if ſhee bee louing and vertuous withall, 


then is not her huſbandlike to other men. He that hath got⸗ 


ten a vertuous woman, hath a godly poſſeſſion, ſhe is vnto 
him a helpe and piller on whome he reſteth: where no hedge 
is, there the gods are ſpoiled: and where no Puſband is, 
there the friendieſſe mourneth - Doeſt thou marke my 
Donne theſe Sentences 2ifthou haſt ſogod a wife: oh, how 
halt thou ſinned, to wꝛong bir with Zejouſte : to taint thine 
hono2,and to blemith the credit ot her chaſtitie. If ſbe bee 
wanton, and wyll neuer wante ane : but ſitteth downe as 
Sy rach ſaith, and openeth bir Numer to every Arrowe, then 
my Donne wake ber otk, abide not with ſuth a inoman, leaſt 
pee leele the fonte of the lait hut bennot tralous /foz that 
b:edes thy fatall ruine, and to her una pꝛeiudite. Db Fa⸗ 


ther (quotþ he) theſe wozden as they pierce n. 


: 
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fo are ther Balme vnto my diſtreſted ſoule : Ifeele a com- 
fozt in the ſwertneſle-of pour counſaile,, and theſe pzinciples 
are perſwallae arguments to race out my er foittes. J 
mult of foꝛte confclle, that I married er a Ma, famouſed 
thzough all Ant werpe foz her vertue , as (hee was ſpoken 
of foz her beautie . And beeing married. J found ber obe⸗ 
dient, chaſte, modeſt, and Ment: but her beautis bꝛed the 
bane, and was the meanes of all my milecy: F02 when J no- 
ted the exccllencie ol her feature,and the rarenelſe of her per⸗ 
feaion, andcoafidered that euer mans eie aim d at ſo faire 
an obiec. that womens harts were of ware, read to reteiue 
euerie impꝛeſſton, and law how diverſe Parchants of the ci⸗ 
tie flockt to my houſe, then the ſting of Jealouſie beganne to 
tozment me, and ſaſpition bought mee into this melancholie 
bamour: J nad not paint out in particulars. Foz Father, 
thou hatt deſcribes ſafficiently nrypaMons, bow J was paſſi- 
cnate,onely let this ſuffice, J was iealous but whether with 
cauſe oz no, there lies the queſtion, Were Jſatiffiedin this, 
A wound ſap, fate woll to all ford/Jealoafte,tocaſe the of this 
martpꝛdome. Pp ſonne J will not onely reletue them with 
counſaile, but aid thee with the effea vfmy Art. Thoa baſk 
bene abſent a long while. from thy wile, and al men hob thee 
ſtill foz lunaticke: Jhantng ſonreſtill in „ Will 
change thy countenance into þ ſdapꝭ ot a mot beatiful yong 
man: beeing thus metamozphoſed; thou hatt goto thy wife, 
and being nowꝛ croſſed with pouertis q liutag poze diſtreſt in 
Cottage, thou ſhaltp2offer her golde and maintenante, J tel 
tdee my ſonne,thon ſhalt carry withthe two great perſwaſl- 
ons, to make bzeach into a wamans honeftie; which ic beau⸗ 
tie and wealth, chicfliewhere the partie is pinched with pen? 
nurie It hee peelde into thihateher off as anintonſtant 
Curtilan, and then be moge ie alouſe. Fo2 what Maul dſt thou 
be ſuſpitious of that whichthva knoteſt : ite withſtand, 
andhadratderb>ihe donel poaortie, than violate her chaſti- 
tie, DYAlexandtt;thenſd:rowegat thy ſullie t la thou bat 
ſin'd againſt ſo vertan wife, andreconzile thy ſeife vntu 


bir, and de ndt touched any; nm2Ewitþtenloulle, i that — 
£ 
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hell tothd& , and no hurt fo hir. This counſaile did greatlie 
comfozt Alexander, that he not onely humblie thanked the 
owid man loʒ his aduiſe, but infreated him to pzolecute the 
intent of bis purpoſe, which he pꝛelentlie did, fo; by bis arte 
be made him (@me a beautifull young man, faire to the exe 
and well pzopoztioned , but in all fozme , farre from that 
which be was: hauing ſtoze of Crownes in bis purſſe(thus 
tranſfozmed) away bs trudgeth towards Antwerpe , where 
in the ſaburbes , bee heard of his wife how ſhe was wzongy 
by bis friends, turned out of daes, and liued there with a 
widow woman, in a poze cottage: hir ſame was god, any 
the repozt of her labours were great, her honeſtie highly va- 
lued,andher patience muchcommended, which greatly com- 
fo:tedthe thoughts of Alexander: at laſt learnin out the 
houſe. he went thether, and comming in aſkedfoz Theodora, 
who humblie roſe and ſaluted him with ſuch modeſt curteſte, 
as did impozte a how of great bertue . Alexander noting 
ber baſhfulneſſe, began to confider,that ifſheplaide falſe, ſhe 
was cunning to copne her countenance, and be ſought there- 
foze to trie her thus. | 


Feen Pilreſſe, whom Fozfune hath made as miſerable, 
as Natare had fozmed beautifull ,and whom the croſſe aſ⸗ 
pect of the planets, haue left as diſtreſt, as the Gods in their 
fauours haue made ber tuous . Know this, that comming as 
a ſtranger to Antwerpe, it was tould me by mine hoaſt, as a 
wonder, ot the extremitie of pour huſbands iealouſte,and the 
excellencie of pour patience: bis follies. and your vertues: his 
ſuſpition, and your conſtancis. Vis repozt made me deſirous 
to ſe with mine eye, what J heard with mine eare , that 4 
might confirme repoꝛte with a fure witneſſe · Now ſaing 
you, and noting pour exteriour lineaments, graclf with ſo 
manie in ward perfedtions, I pꝛaiſe Nature foz hir wozke- 
manſhip.accuſe Foꝛtune foz her traannie. and ſoꝛrowe that 
ſo beautifall a creature ſhould bee bitten with ſuch bitter 


croſſes. | 
But neccſſitpe is a ſ0ze penance, and extremitpe is as 
G bard 
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hard to beare as death: yet Piltreſſe Theodora it is a colde 
comfozte , is wzapt in no remedie : a granous vlcer, that no 
Chirurgtecan finde a ſalue fo2:and a bardſozrow that no re⸗ 
leefe can medicine . @&ing therefoze pour huſbands iealou 
fic hath left you from friends and manycares, ſa>ke,as von 
haue hetherto chockt Foztune with patience, ſo to thwart 
miſhap with a pꝛeſent remedie,and thus it is: Your beautie 
Miſtreſſe Theodora, is able to content any eye, and pour 
qualities, to ſatiſfte the moſt carionsminde: which as it doth 
amaſe me,ſo it duues apittifal compaſſionintomy thoughts 
tolay any plot fo2 your better eſtate. C hereſoꝛe may it pleaſs 
you to vouchſafe of ſuch a friend as my lelfe, your want ſhall 
be relæued, and your neceſſitie redzefſed : J will take you 
from this cottage, to a place mozefit foz pour calling: pour 
ragsſhalbe robes, and your thin diet plenteous fare: and to 
make vp all foztunate , pou ſhall haue ſach a friend at your 
commaund , as no miſhap any- waye can dinert from your 
loue . Jf you ſtand bpon the loſſe of your honour, and the ble⸗ 
milh of your fame: to anſwer that obiedion, firſt Antwerpe 
hath made hozard of your credit, and though without cauſe, 
pet they haue calde your name in queſtion, and infamis is 
ſuch a depe coloure, that it will hardlie be raced out with 
oblinion: to take you from ſuch vipers as ceaſe not to ſting 
you with the enuie ol their tongues ; J will carrie youfrom 
the teach of them all, and the greateſt wonder laſteth but 
nine dayes, no2 will the talke of pour departure continue 
any longer tearmes: foz the offence, why it is loue, and that 
ſhadowes wanton ſtapes: what is done cloſely is halfe par⸗ 
doned and affections that are mainteyned with loyaitit, are 
but ſlender faults: let not feareof a little fame, tie pou ſtill | 
ko ſuch extremity: Piſery is amalady that ought to haue no 
reſpect of medecine, and whereneceſſitie doth bꝛerde a ſoares 
foliſh is tha - — if hee makes doubt to accept of any | 
ſalue. What Theodorayour huſband'is Lunatick , neuer to 
be hoped foz,no2 had againe in his right wits: then vouche⸗ 
ſafe afciend,who il no other maſke will (ery; will ſhadows 
all faultes with gould, Ins 
EOes 
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Theodora tould ſcarre ſtay the hearing of ſach a long dif- 
courſe, knowing it was to a womans credit, to 
liſten ts ſuch pꝛattle, alluding tothe French pzouerbe. 
Le ville que parle, le femme qua Seſconte, 
 Daneſe 7 ne Pauls, Saace. 
Therevpon {he puld her hand from his, and with a modeft 
bluſh made him anſwer. 

I cannot deny fir, but J haue found Foztune my foe , pet 
to counteruaile her malice J haue had Patience my friend, 
and what the wozld bath obieded with ſuſpition, J haue 
anſwered with innocency:foz my pꝛeſent miſery, as J bzoke 
it with content, ſo J hope to finde the heauens moze fauou⸗ 
rable : and foʒ my huſbandsfollics, I counte his p2clent ica- 
louſie counteruailde with his fozmer loucs , and hope that 
God will chaunge his opintons into better cenſures, and 
make him conceit of me as fauourable, as now hee thinkes 
bardlie. In the meane time ſir, pour aime is farre beyond 
the marke, and your compaſſe directed by a wzong (farre : foz 
though A be pinched with wante, and toucht with that ling 
that loꝛceth man to attempt vnlawfullacions, pet had J 
rather ſit with Cornelis, and ſatiſſie my hunger with bandes 
labours, then frolick it with Lamia, and buy repentance with 
delicates: no Sir, thinke not that all the pouertie in the 
woꝛld can hale me from the thought of mine ould hondur, oz 
any ſhower of miſfoztune,dziue me from the ſeate of vertue, 
better liue in lowe content, then in high inkamie: and mozs 
pꝛetious is want with honeſtie, then wealth with diſcredit: 
Theretoꝛe ur, I thanke you foz your pzoffer , but J am no 
traffike fo luch a chapman: but repozte this whereſocuer 
you come, that J would ſcozne acrowne. in reſpec of con⸗ 
ſtancie and bouldthe participation of a kingdom light, in va⸗ 
lue oł my chaſtity: J tell you ſir, though J be a woman, pet 
the loue that J bear, and the dutie that J owe tom huſband 
bowſoeuerhe bath wzongd mee, makes me ſo reſolute, — 
nepther extremitie ſhall diſwads me from affecting him, no 
any pꝛoffer of riches perſwade to lancie any other And — 


as you obiea, that my x creditisalreavic K in 
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J denie not but J am ſuſpeded, and of mot, wongde with 
dard repꝛoches: yet carying a dase onſrience * * this 


hope, that laing 
T emporis ſilia yeritas 

Lime and my god behauiour ſhall wipe ont the blemith of 
fuch cauſeleſſe infamie, and then ſhall J che w my ſelf to mine 
owne honour,and they; diſcredit. And whereas vou ſay,that 
Louers faults are ſlender offences, J anſwer: that there can 
be no greater ſtaine to a woman, then to be toucht withloſſe 
ofher god name , eſpecially being confirmed aud ratified by 
p2ofe:fo2 that being loſt,ſhe hath no moze whereon to boſte, 
_ that made Lucretia let out apure ſoule from a defiled 

od 
Eden god Sir, vou knowe my minde, my ertis ismy 
content : mine honoz, my wealth: and mine innocencie, the 
onelp thing that is left foquiet my conſcience: therefo;e as 
your Parte was little, your market being done,thedoze is 
open,and you may go when you pleaſe, | 


Alexander hearing this, was bighly contented,vet thought 
to giue one aſſault moze, and houlding hir falt by the wzeft, 
returnde dir a replie thus | 


Tulh Pilkreſle ee e muſt be cope, and 
ſteme at the firſt to diſdaine that. which after they deſlre: els 

might they be thought very light, that would come at euery 
ure. J haue bene a Huntſman, and will not at thefirſt de⸗ 
fault gfne over the chace : therefoze aduiſe your ſelfe better, 
take time when yon willgine me an anſwer: aſkecounſaile 
ol pour pillowe, J tan tell vou, gouldis a godly thing, and 
there is not a warmer coate then wealth: what, ſach faults 
are checkt with a ſmyle, not controulde with a frowne , and 
men lmother vp Loners offences with fauour . Be not per- 
emptozie, foz in that vou ſhall diſconer rather folly then any 
aduiſed wiſdome , ſuch as haue diſeaſes, andrefuſe remedie 
are wozthie ſfillto bide in the paint, and they who are oner 

the ſhoes in wante,are wozthle the 77 and the Mallet 
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if they will not any way reach at wealth, Conflder therefoze 
with pour ſelle, and to mozrow this time J will come t craue 
an anſwere. | 

Theodora, hauing her face full of choller-pluckt away her 
arme, ſate her downe to her Whele, and then reaſon'd thus 
roughly with him, ; 

Sir. neuer take any longer daies, where the partie is vn⸗ 

willing to ſet no further date: noz giue any moze attemptes, 
where the Caſtle is impzegnable, Know, pour ſute is in vain: 
and your woꝛ ds bzeathedinto the wind: and to bee ſhozt,take 
it as vou pleaſe, J hould your golde in ſcoꝛne, and your ſelfe 
(vnleſſe pou were moze honeſt) indiſdaine. If pou be ſo paſli⸗ 
onate, that you muft needs haue a Paramour,goſecke ſuche 


Lettice where they grow, ſoz heere is none fo2 your lips: you 
hallnot finde heere a Danae that will bee dzawnein with a 


Gower ofgolde,but r aDiana,whome Venus and al her 

frownes could neuer affright.Therefoze take this foz a finall 

anſwer, il vou come any moꝛe, vpu ſhall findyour welcome as 

bad as may be, and foz want ot entertainment, vou ſhall doe 

pour account at the doze, and ſo Sir,ifyoube a Oentleman, 
gone. 


bis cheared ſo the hart of Alexander, that in that very mo- 
met he left to be iealous, conceiued ſuch a new lone towards 
Theodora, that bee could ſtarte abſtaine from imbzacing her, 
but yet he bzidled his atfedion, ſæing he could doe no good, 
toke his leaue verie courteouflie . Mee was no ſoner out of 
doe, but Theodora roſe and (hut it. Alexander ſubtilly ſtole 
vnder the window, to heare what ſhee would ſay , and actoꝛ- 
* to his expe dation, hee heard ber ſay thus to her Landcs- 
adle. 


Oh (quoth he) and ſhe feteht a derpe ſigh: Dow doth Fo2- 
tune frowne, and how is the time injurious, that men think 
golde able to banniſh vertve, and Fame to bee leſſe vallued 
then treaſure . Becauſe J am pooꝛe, what, dooth Ant werpe 


thinke, A meane to make ſale of my chaſtititie ? and becauſe 
G3 extreas 


ing innocent, than haue a good repozt with a guiltie conſci- 
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ertreamity hath bitten me by tbe hecle: Do men thinke, pelle 


Gall dzaw mee to become a wanton?zno, 3 tall him to witnes 
that kngwes mine innocencte. 3 hould mine honour as deare 
g my like, and my conſtancp a8 pꝛetious as the apple of mine 
eie: and though as the wiſe man wait , the diſhoneſt woman 
ſatcs, what, we are in the dai k and compalt in wich the wals; 
fearenot , no man can cſpie vs, pet the eie ofthe Lozd ſees al 
and he ſearcheth the heart and the raines, and puniſhetbſach 
offences in iuſlice: Farre rather had J be openly blamed, be⸗ 


ence: foz though J be wꝛongfully actuſed, pet the Loꝛd is able 
at all times to raile vp a Daniell that maycleare them that 
put their truſt in him. Pouertie , wante, extreamitie, miſ- 
fotune, all ſceme eaſte, beeing tempered with content and 
pattence: but riches,treaſure,pzoſperitic, and wealth, are o- 
dious, being tainted with the Raine of an adulterdus name. 
No Alexander, whereſoeuer thou beſt, oz whatſoeuer thy 
Foztnne is,02 howe ſo euer thou haſt wzonged mee, yet thy 
faults hall not make mee offend, no2 thy abuſe d;aw mee to 
any pꝛeiudite: But J will bee loyall Theodora, the conſtant 
wire of Alexander fozeuer; foz in _ bote of WWildame this 
A read, 


FO how faire is a chalt rene with vertue, 
the memorial thereofis immortal: fur it iskno- 
Wiſedome ; wen with God & men, when it is preſent, men 


Chapter 4. J take example therat, and if it go away, yet they 
deſire it, it is alwaies crowned and houlden in 


honor, & inneth the re ward of the vniuerſall 
battaile. 


With this che ceaſt, and fel to her ſpinning, and Aue 
he went his wap to find out the olde man, whome bee found 


_ folitarie in his honel As ſone as he taſt vp his eie and ſaw A- 
lexander:D\ my ſonne Alexander (quoth he) what newes? 


Alexander ſate himdowne. and fetching a dæpe ſigh,ſaid,fa- 


cher; haue ſinned, and wzonged eee 
0 
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Now doe J find, that ſhe that loueth lopally,may wel be crolt 
withcalamity,but neuer iuſi ly accuſed of intonſtancie:ſuſpi⸗ 
tion map put in a falſe plea, but pꝛoſe neuer maintained the 
adion, and with that he diſcourſl from point to point, how be 
had dealt with Theodora, what p;offers, what anſwers, and 
what ſhe ſaid in his abſence. The olde man at this was very 
glad, and demaunded ofhim,howe hee felt him ſelfe from bis 
fozmer franticke humour? quight ſhaken off (quoth Alexan- 
der) and therefozenow pul off your inchantment,that 3 may 
returne to my fozmer ſhape, and home to my w ile which hee 
did, and after many good inffkructions (glad that dee had te- 
caldhim from his iealouſie) hee toke his leaue ot Alexander, 
who trimming vp himſelfe like a pilgrime,departed towards 
Ant werpe, and in the euening comming thither, went to his 
Fathers houſe, Aſſone as hee came in and was eſpird, they 
all ranne away as affraid ol him: But when with reuerente 
bis Father ſawhimdoe his duty, hes entertainedhim with 
teares, and demaunded of him, how be fardez Alexaader ſaid 
wel, and ſate downe by him, and diſtourſt to him at large all 
dis foꝛtunes, dis mating with the olde man, and what hadde 
pappened, ſtill crying at euerie ſentence, how he had wꝛong d 
his louing Theodora: At this glad newes all his friends and 
kinſefolkes were ſent foz, and there at a ſolempne ſupper, the 
diſc:utſe of all was declared vnto them: {hep reioyſed at 
his happy mefamozphoſis , and ſozowed at the hard abuſe 
they offered fo Theodora. | 
But to make amends , the next day there was agreaf 
fea pzouided, and all the chicfe of Antwerpe biddenthither 
as gueſts. Theodora was ſent fo2,her huſband and ſhereccn- 
ciled, (et into her fozmer eſtate, held in great eſtimation fo: 
her conſtancy and her huſband euer after fre from all ſuſpiti⸗ 


ous ie alouſie. 


N Dw Sir Geffrey Chawcer (quoth Gower) how like you 
this tale, is if not moze full of hamanity, then pour vain 


and ſcurrulous inuention? and yet atfedeth as muche in 
the 


£..4 
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the mind of the bearers? are not graue ſentences as tw2cible, 
as wanton pzinciples:tuſh(quoth Chawcer)but theſe arenot 
pleſant,they bzedno delight, youth wilnot like ofſuch a long 
cirtcumſtance Our Engliſh Gentlemen are ot the mind of the 
Atzyenians, that will ſwner bee perſwaded by a fable, than an 
Oꝛation:and induced with a merrie tale, when they will not 
be bꝛought to any compaſſe with ſerious circumſtances. The 
mozepittis(quoth Gower) that they ſhould bee ſo fond, as 
to be ſubiea to the delight ofeueryleud fancy, when the true 
badge ofa Gentleman, is learning toyned with vallour and 
vertue ,- andthercfozeought they to read of Partiall Diſlci- 
pline, not cf the light of Venus: and to talke of hard labours, 
not to chat of foliſh and effeminate amoures. Ariſtotle read 
not to Alexander wanton Elegies, but he inſtruded him in 
Mozall pꝛetepts, and taught how to gouerne like a ing, not 
how to court like a louer: But now a dates, our youthes de- 
ſire to read amourous pampblets, rather then Philoſopbicall 
actions , andconetlike Epicures rather to paſſe the time in 
ſome pleaſantfable, then like Philoſophers to ſpend the day 
inp2ofitable Aphoziſmes:but when the blacke Dxe hath trode 
on theirfoot, and that age hales them onto olde peares,and 
the Palme tree, as the Pꝛeacher ſaies, wareth white, then 
will they repent thoſe howers they haue (pent in toſſing over 
ſuch fruitleſſe papers. Therefoze Greene take this of me, as 
thou haſt wzittenmany fond wozkes, ſo from hence fozth at- 
tempt nothing but of wozth : let not thy pen foopeſo low, ag 
vanitp, noꝛ thy wit be ſo far abuſed to paint out any pzecepts 
of fancie, but flie higher with the Bobbie : ſoare againſt un 
with the Eagle: carry ſpices into thy neſt with the Pbenix: x 
doe nothing but woꝛthie thy wit and thy learning . Js not a 
Diamond as ſone cut as a pebble? a roſe as ſone planted as 
a weed: a god boke as eaſilte pend, as a wanton Pamphlet: 
Then Green, giue thy ſclfe to wzite either of humanitie, and 
as Tulhie did, ſet downe thy mind 4e efficuf, 02 els of Poꝛall 
vertue,and ſo be a p2ofitable inſtructer ofmanners:doe as the 
Philoſophers did, ſæke to bzing youth to vertue, with letting 
downe Ariomes of good litung, and dot not perſwade young 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen fo follp, by the acquainting themſclues with thy 
idle wozkes. Itell the,bokes arc companions,and friends, 
and counſailozs, and therefoze ought to bee ctuill, boneſt, and 
dilcret,lealt they coꝛrupt with falſe doctrine, rude manners, 
and vicious living : Oz cls penne ſome thing of natur all phi- 
loſophie.Dinedown into the Aphoziſmes of the Philoſophers 
and ſe& what nature hath done, and with thy pen paint that 
out to the wozid:let them ſe in the creatures the mightineſſe 
of the Creatoz, ſo ſhalt thou reape repozt woozthy of memo⸗ 
tie. Thus Greene haue Jcounſatledthe,and the ſeuen libe-. 
rall Sciences lie befoze the as ſubieus whereon to wzite 
Leaue lone and her follies,let Venus bee a ſtarre to gaze at, 
ozels, if thou wilt needs Poetically haue her a Woman, ac- 
cept her an infamous trumpet to wonder at:let fancie alone, 
and medle no moze with affecicn:thou haſt ſaid enough, and 
if Auguſtus had liued. as much as would haue deſerued ban⸗ 
niſhment, Now that J haue tcounſailed the, tell me Greene, 
what thinkeſt thou of my aduertizement ? bowe art thoure- 
ſolaed? Dat thou not repent of thy time miſpent, in penning 
ſuch fruitleſepamphlets? Riſing vppe reuerently with mx 
Cap in my band, à made them this anl were. 


The Authours anſwere to Gower 
and Chawcer. 


* @arnev, elawzeat, whoſe cenſures are 
| da J Authentical:J have noted your woꝛds 
with ſach attention, that my minde is 
| I cleared of that doubt, wherewith it 
bath bene long blemiſhed: Foz now J 
>. perceine Father Chawcer , that Jfol- 
lowed to long pour pleaſant vaine, in 
| A penning ſuch Amourous wozkes, and 
that] p fame that 3 ſooght after by ſuch trauail, was nothing 
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| deſtrop my lelfe, andlike the Smith,malie a kale to bꝛeede 


and ſome haue ginen them pꝛaiſe, but the 


follies, and to wzite of matters of ſome impozt: either Pozal 


Cond OQuid,ſhal now thinke him a 


— 
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mine one bane: and hunt after fame, when in deedes J found 
the ready path to infamꝑ. My pamphlets baue paſt the pꝛeſſe, 


mouthes are the trumpets at true repoꝛt, had ſpoken bardlie 


olf myplabours: Foz which, ifſozrow may make amendes, I 


hope to acquite ſome part of mp miſſe with penaunce, and in 
token (Father Gower) that what my tongue ſpeaketh, my 
heart thinketh: J will begin from hence fozth to hate all (ach 


to diſcouer the aaiuecovurſe of vertue, how man ſhould direct 


his life to the perfect felicity, 02 els to diſcourſe as a Natura- 


lit, ofthe perfection that Nature hath planted in ber crea- 
tures , thereby to maniſeſt the excellent glozy of the maker: 
oz ſome Politicall axiomes, oz Acanonic all pzeccptes that 
map both generally and perticularly pzofite the Common- 
wealth. Yence foozth Father Gower, farewell cheinſight J 
had into loges ſeerets, let Venus reſt in her ſpheare,J wil be 
no Aſtronomer to her influence , let affeation die, and pe- - 
rich as a vapour that vaniſheth in the aire, my reares growe 
towardes the graue, and I haue hadbouts enough with fan- 
cy- They which helde Greene foz a 9 2 of loue, and a ſe⸗ 

imon of ſuch lineaments, 
and a Diogines that will barke at euety amburous pen. One⸗ 
Iy this father Gower) J muſt end my Nang uam ſera eſt, and 
fo; that Jcraue pardon: but fo2 all theſe follies,that Imap 
with the Nininites,ſhew in ſackcloth my harty repentaunce: 
loke as ſpedily as the pzeſſe wil ſerue foꝛ my mourning gar- 
ment, a wede that Jknowe'is of coplaine a cut,thatit will 


pleaſe the graueſt eie, and the moſt pꝛetize eare. Thus father 


Gower, thy counſaile hath made me a conuert tt a penitent 


depely ſo;rowfull foz the ſollies of my penne, but pzomiſing 
here that no idte fancies ſhall grow any moze from my eon- 


teit, hoping you will take myhandfo; a patone of the 77 . 
my pꝛomiſe, J reſt pour in all bumble duty. At this Gower 
w2ongmee by the hand, and imtlde and havvcer ſhakt bis 
he ad and fumed:All thꝛe W l to depart when the 


medow 
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was all hadowed with a light, which fuddenly vas 
nicht: and there appeard a man in great royaltie , attyzed 
gozgeous, inthe habite of a King: carrying ſuch grauitie inn 
bis countenance , as it ſtroke both feare and reverence into 
my thougyts - At his pzeſence Chaweer andGower abaſht, 
and both putting off their Bonnets, fell on their knees: my 
ſelfe in a great maze, did him ſuch duty as belongde to a Po⸗ 
tentate : but till mine exe gal de on the man, whole deſcrip- 
tion t aks thus. 


The diſcription of Salomon. 


Is ſtature tall, large, and hie, 
Lim dand featur d beauteouſlie, 
Cheſt was broad armes were ſtrong. 
Lockes of Amber paſsing long, 

That and waued vpon his necke, 
Heauens beautie might they checke. 
Viſage faire and full of grace, 

Mild and ſterne, for in one place, 
Sate mercie meeklie in his eie: 

And luſtice in his lookes hard by. 
His Roabes of Biſſe, were crimiſen he w, 
Bordred round with twines of blew: 
In Tyre no richer ſilke ſolde, 

Ouer braided all with golde: 

Coſtly ſet with pretious ſtone, 

Such before I ncere ſaw none. 

A maſsie Crowne vpon his head, 
Checquerd through with Rubies red. 
Orient Pearle and bright Topace, 
Did burniſh out each yaliant place. 
Thus this Prince that ſeeme ſage, 
Did goe in royall Equipage, 


5 Bis gozgeous Potentate dꝛew ntere me, and taking me 
be the hand, litted me 2 the place where! — 
2 an 
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and laid thus: e lon,they which reſpect en 
childzen of wiſdome:e ſuch as feare the danger ofrepozt,thal 
be houlden verfuous. J know thy thoughts by the — 
and thy face bewꝛaies thy reſolution . Whe Pro et contra theſe 
aue had about thy pamphlets , them Jþeard, though thou 
baſtnot ſeene me, and Jbaue equally weighed their cenſures : 
Chawcers opinion bath his, Paiſter Gowerrefelled, and 
made them by his counſaile peremptozy to leaue the follies | 


be thy penne and all wanton Amours , to betake them to 


Philoſophy and higher labonres:but to divert the from that 
opinion.my ſonne am J come to put knowledge in thy lippes, 
and to teach the wiſedome . Jam hee that cravedit ofthe 
Lozb,and be gaue me it, and made me wiſer then the ſons of 
men. Therfoze harken to my wozds, and let my ſapings ſink 
down into thy heart, ſo (halt thou be honozed in the ſtreets, & 
bee had in eſtimation befoze the Magiſtrate. Wiſedome my 
ſonne is moꝛe wozth then pꝛetious ſtones, yea. all the things 
that thou canſt defre,are not to be compared to it. WWiſdoms 
hath ber dwelling with knowledge, and pꝛudent t ounſaile is 
dir own: with her is the fear of the Led and the elche wing ok 
l As foꝛ pꝛide and diſdaine, and a mouth that ſpeaketh foliſh 
things. he vtterly abhozreth them. She gines tounſaile e is 
a guide, and is ful of vnder ſtanding and ſtrength-tbzongh her 
kings raign:thꝛough her, pꝛinces make iuſt laws:tþ;oughb bir, 
. Lozdsbeare rule, Judges of the earth execute judgement: 
the is louing to thoſe that loue her, and they that ſe@ke hir ear- 
{y,ſhallfind hir. Kiches and honoz are with her: yea, extellent 
nodnes and righteonſnes: ber fruit is better then golde,e bir 
. encreaſe moze woꝛtb, than fine filacr. The Lo2d himſelfhath 

hirin poſeſſion,tþcrfoze harkt᷑ to hir, ſoʒ bleſſe d is p man that 
watcheth at hir doꝛs: who ſo findeth hir,findeth life, and hall 

obtaine fauour of the Loꝛd, and who ſo offendeth againſt hir, 
hurteth his own ſoule: and who ſo ha teth her, is the loner of 
death. Jf then my Bonne, Wiſedome be ſo pꝛetious, howe 
haſt thou miſpent ti pouth, that haſt haunted after foliſh⸗ 
neſſe and beaten thy bꝛalnes about idle fancies , and pet art 
now reſoluing to continue in vanikie I tell tb, J have 
| ſongbt 
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fought out fofinde what is perfec vnder the ome: and I 
baue foundnothing but wildome, without blemiſb. 
Learning bathmany bꝛaunches. and teacheth ber @chol- 
lers many (range things, and yet my Sonne, when thou 
baſt waded the depth of hir knowledge, and ſought into the 


ſecret ol her boſome, thou halt finde all thy labours to be 
vexation of minde and banitie - Canlt thou number and ex⸗ 


frac ,as the cunning Arithmetician : oz with Geometrie 
meaſure the ground, and leuell out the plaines by the cxcel- 


lencie of thine arte ,Canft thou reach vato the heanens with = 


tby knowledge, and tell the courſe of the Starres , ſetting 
downetbeir aſpeas. s, and ſextiles, and diſ- 
courſe of the influence of euery Star: canſt thou with mus. 
fick pleaſe thine eare, and with the meladie of bir Cozdes 
make thy beart merrie 2 Canſt thou tell the ſecrets of Philo- 
ſophie, and like a cunning naturaliſt, diſcoucr the hidden a/ 
pbozilmes of arte, and ſet out the nature and operation of all 
things wel my ſonne,ſay thou canſt wzite of all theſethings, 
pet when thou doeſt with a carefull infight, enter into the 
conſtderation, what the end of all is, thou ſhalt finde theſtu- 
die ol them ta bee btter veration of minde, and vanitie: and 
the fame that growes from ſach labours , to vaniſh awape 
like Gnoake,o2 a vapour toſſed with the winde: Jf then all be 
follie,.ſceke d iſ dome, and ſhet will teach thee the feare of the 
L92d.{herefoze my @onne, follow my counſell from hence⸗ 
fo;th,asthon haſt made a vowe to leaue effeminate fancies, 
and to pꝛoclaime th ſelfe an open enemie to loue: ſo abiure 
all other ftudies, ſeeing Ora nia ſab cœlo vanitas, and onely giue 
tbr ſelfe to Theologie: be a Denine my ny Donne, fo2 ber do⸗ 
tuments are ſeueritie, and her fade is the bzead of life: hir 
pꝛinciples came from Yeanen , and bir woꝛdes came from 
aboue , ſo ſhalt thou make amends fo2 the follyes of thy 
pouth, and as thou haſt ſeduced youth by thy wanton Pain- 
pblets: ſo ſhalt thou inſtruct them by thy godlie laboures. 
Diuinitie be hie it is a Kudie that farre ſurpaſſeth all the ſe- 
nen liberall ſcientes, and the leaſt ſparke that it doth lighten, 
is moze bꝛight then all their fading one it 92 

3 


.  witsonelyfodiatnitie . Yould not theſe pzecepts light, that 
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the lawe of the Lode : and by it ſhalt thou knowe what 
the depth of his will is. Theologie is mother of all know- 
edge, foz from it commeth health of the ſoule , and thzough 
it thouſhalt win men vnto heaucn . Chen my donne leaue 
all other vaine ſtudies, and applpe thy ſelfe to fade vpon that 
" heavenly anna, whoſe taſte ſhall comfozts thy heart, and 
dzinke of thoſe waters, which hall ſpzing in the a well ol 
life, and ſo ſhalt thoureconer thy fame that thou haſt toſt, 
and be accompted of amongſt the Elders of the Cittie Couet 
not to blinde thy ſcife with the illuſions that other artes 
. pzeſent vato tha: foz ſo (halt thou haue the poꝛtion of — 
wle, and the end of thy labours ſhall be banitie: fo: al 
ledge except it, is mere follie : and there is no wiſbome , ae 
the knowledge ofthelawof the Lozd, 
Tbhperefoꝛe be not wiſe in thine owne conceit, foz he that 
will not hare inſtrudien, Mall fele the ſmart of the rodde. 
Dcuinitie I tell thæ, is the true wiſdome.and vpon bir right 
hand is long life, and upon hir-left hand is riches andhonour: 
her wayes are pleaſant,and her pathes are pe ateable: he is 
a tree of life to them that lay hould vppon her, and bleſſed are 
they that kepe her faſt . The firſt point of wiſdome, is that 
thou be willing to obtaine — and when thou hat got 
her, Wee will make the a gratious head , and garniche thy 
femples with a Crowne of glozie: if the i my Sonne, all 
anowledge,all ſciences, all artes, all learning except Theo⸗ 
ſogie, be mere faliſhneſſe and vanitie: le aue the quiduities 
of Lodgick, and aphoziſmes of Philoſophie: and applye thy 


I haue giventhe , no; diſdapne not my ume foz J that 
ipeateto thæ am Salomon. 


And this he ſpake with tuch a maieltie, hat the terrour of 
bis countenance afrightedme, and J ſtarted and awoake, 
and found my lelfe in a dzeame : pet Gentlemen, when Jens 
tered into the conſideration ofthe viſion,andcalledto minds 
not onely the counſaile of Gower , but the perſwallons of 


qalomon: a ſodaine feare tainted cuery lumme, and I felt a 
bozro2 
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ho2zro2 in myconſcience,foz the follyes of my Penne: where- 
vpon as in my dzeame ſo awake, Jreſolued peremptozilie, 
to leaue all thoughts of lone, and to apple mp wits as nere 
as Jcould , to ſeakke, after wildome ſo highly commended by 
Salomon: but hawſoeuer the direction of my ſtudies 
hall be limited me, as pou had the bloſſomes of my 
wanton fancies, ſo you ſhall haue 
the fruites ofmy better 
laboures. 


FINIS. Rob. Greene. 
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